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SECOND EDITION. 


H E Author of the following Lane when he 
x 5 publiſed them to the world, neither meant to 
eourt applauſe on the one hand, nor provoke reſentment 


ſtanding forth the advocate of a doctrine, which has been 


which proclaim ſal dation to ſinful, wretched, dying erea - 


, = —_— 
Wie 


human heart. 


| The Letters have ed in a ny fe Far be 
, effects he expected. He cannot boaſt that they have been 
: univerſally reliſhed; but he hopes, that here and there 


on the other. He could not mean to court applauſe, by 


hated and oppoſed by the world in its moſt reſpectable 
forms, while it often, as in the preſent inſtance, has been | 

= gloried in, by the vileſt and moſt deſpiſed of men. Nor 
"& | could he mean to provoke feſentment, by declaring theſe ; 
glad tidings, which reſpe& the beſt intereſts of mankind, 


tures, and are thus ſuited to diſarm the hatred w the 20 


an obſcure individual has learned, by their means, he 


doctrine of 


ul. 
ey. both orthodox and faſhionable, and, ſo far as their 
influence reached, he has been made to feel its weight“; 

but x none of them have yet thought proper to publiſh 


3 


of 


PT Abe dds here alludes to the 3 though in general 
J unſucceſsful, attempts made by ſome of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 
bo tia his getting acceſs to ond to condemned W 


I a 


, wvereign mercy, and been made joyful in 
: 225 aith 0 it; and if ſo, he yo great reaſon \ 19:06 * 


8 5 „ „ of ha a 7's f 


a tha, 


os i PREFACE. 


Þ their 6 They will fay, perhaps; it 1s not 
| * worth their while; but if it is worth their while to re- 
277”. probate the doctrine contained in the Letters in a more 
1 private way, why ſhould it be below them to come pu- 
>  blicly forth and ſhow the world the hereſies and errors 


common juſtice ſeems to require, that a perſon ſhould be 
fo accuſed, as to have opportunity to defend himſelf. 

The Author can ſuppoſe ſome thin gs which account 
for this conduct better than diſdain: It is a prudent 


to-quaſh the progreſs of unwelcome truth; and it muſt 
be faid, in juſtice to the clergyg{gyhatever part they. 
=_: cd formerly * of late they have pretty well adhered 
, Auld ck 


a 3s 22 ccrning of that bers may have ſeen how difficult an 

> enterprize it would prove, effectually to attack the doc- 

OW be in the Letters, and, at the ſame time, ſhow decent 
_ eſpe to the doctrinal ſtandards of che national church, 

5 which 3 have e and 5 7 engaged t to- 

. Bee things as they may, no anſwer — made, 


HY 1 and the firſt edition of the Letters being exhauſted, and 
2 conſiderable demand for them continuing, this ſecond- 
- edition has been found neceſſary. The Author earneſtly , 
prays: the Great Head of the church, that i in his Al. 
mighty hand, it may prove uſeful, in eee the. 
1 80 of his 1 8 


*; TY 
ELLEN 


© contained in them? Surely ſuch a work would not be. 
unbecoming their alledged office and character: And 


maxim, in the preſent age, hat filence is the beſt: way 


n*tell but that ſome of the dis- 8 
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AZ the caſe of WII LIAN Mills who was: , 
_ lately executed, and the ſentiments he ex- 
preſſed, havę occaſioned a good deal of ſpeculition;. „ 
and as the dodtrine in the faith of which he died. 
and was encouraged by me and others; in maintain- 
ing, has been cenſured hf many, and ſolemuly con- = 
demned even from. the” alp; * | 

+ adviſable, both ive a. narrall 
FL $ 2 een, to de end the da of 
& the Moſt High againit ics NG 
n : / perſon-alluded't * in his laſt peech a Having been: k 
; i nent in Fihe hands: of the Lord in fit 
t“ gaining his attention to the glad news of peace, l on 5 
„ as I have been chiefly marked out as the/buit ek 5 
59 4 oppoſition ; "this "taſk has been by my friends 
5 upon me, and I chearfully undertake it, truſting > 


e 
that grace, in the defence of which I am engaged, 1 


1 


* to enable me to ſtate this matter to the convidtion — . 
* and ret * others. SIN bo, 


* 


4 IN $f 7 „rn 

oo - W 

: r 
2 * . 


2 the following Ls I hve to wuftrate the WJ 
thy of John Baptiſt, „ Every valley ſhall be exalted, 25 

; 1 . and every mountain and hill ſhall be made lows. IS 
2 hy <x ang ee enen ol be made ſtraight, W 5 
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ch places plain, 550 the glory of che Lord 


: 5 f 4 ſhall be revealed, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together, | 


« for the mouth. of the Lord hath ſpoken it 2.” 
And therefore 1 have addreſſed theſe LETTERS, 
in conformity to the doctrine contained in them, 
to the high and low, wiſe and fooliſh, decent and 
profane, knowing that it is of the laſt importance : 
for all ſorts of men to conſider well on what weir 
hope i is founded, (if they have any), and to be e 
ince at there i is but one foundation, even the 
od of atonement, which can ſtand in that awful 
Aſcend: the throne of 
fuge ſhall 4 
o truſt in them b. 
fel his eee 
o vindicate His Se: uſe; and give h _ | 
e o the acknowledgment of _— \- or 
22 235 compared with Maths fl. 1.10. 
of ” ts K eee 11. Heb. ix. Ws 255 
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difference between the nations profeſſing n 20 1 hs | 


words than things; for here we have ſeen” 2 adclent. 
| _ /Phariſaical zeal revived, which Aten manifeſted infdFIn EA 
e of Jeſus, againſt the way in which ke ſhowe® 


= raixxps, 


TT "RE moſt ſtriking inſtance wie ever I ſaw of ls 35 
1 grace of God, which bringeth ſalvation, was the 


we of William n a was s Rely _— and in 


human mind. But I neyer at any Ws time; __ 


fully- convinced of its pernicious tendency, than dn *he- _ 


preſent inſtance.” Its power to heal the wounded Ng, 8 8 
was here proved to be ineffeQtual, while the - gloris J * | 
goſpel of the' grace of God ſhone forth like Willi 

"almighty to eure. In this caſe I have alſo ſeen a 


felted, the truth of what 1 have long believed, that the 


the ancient Jews, is exceedingly ſmall, et 


| * ur: And this poor thief's caſe has been n 25 


; much i in the ſame way as Simon * . 
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ö f K 1 T E R I. 
did the a of that polluted woman, who waſhel the „ 
ek Jefus with her tears, and wiped 3 wn the hairs of 
ber heal. 

In this Letter I mean to give ſome account of this man 
1 the time I ſaw him till his death; and while J ſtate 


verſally underſtood; for though he poſſeſſed an acute 
| Judgment, and good: underſtanding, yet he was a man of 
no great education or ability to ſet forth his ſentiments 
. uniformly, in ſuch language as might be fit for the 

1 publie; his paſſions too were ſtrong, and eee 
i | lively, which led him to ſpeak in a rapid maun 


often to 6 blunder u lis expreſſions, when his een 
1 time I muſt own, that he often 


e ence, while his mouth l j 
* +; - From't ende of his NO e e e 
EE K+ = «Ia 1 . him, . Fr PEE about eee 
| ben ered. I found him in great anxiety of mind about 
dos of acceptance with Gods He informed me 
ee ral perſons had ſeen bim, and bad directed him 
e God in order to obtain merey enjoining. 

upon him various exerciſes ieh had not as yet produeed 
; Any gaod teRt; for though he was willing to do auß 
5 thing, yet he found all his efforts ineffectual to give peace 

0 bis doubled mind. I ſhowed him, from the word of 

Gaby: Alipt, the: work Which . juſtifies the ung diy 


* 


his wews, ſhall do it chiefly in his own words} keeping 
out only ſuch modes of expreſſion as might not be uni- < 


| ee u ee n n God 1 


— 


the dead; and told h 


F 1 


OWL init, which he manifeſted by ming. bim an F 
to conſider, that it was equally 


vain and ſinful to # empt to do a work which was per- 


fectly completed by Jeſus Chriſt, or to endeavour by any 


efforts of his to appeaſe God, ſeeing he is fully pleaſed 
already in what the Saviour did. I ſet before hit; the 
way in which the guilty are intereſted. in this finiſhed 
work, by © believing. in God who juſtifies the ungodiy b; 


"and particularly illuſtrated the words of Chriſt on this 


ſubject, And as Moſes. lifted up the ſerpent in the 


„ wilderneſs, even ſo mult the neee 


that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 


6 have eternal life . I ſhowed him that ahn are | 
breakers of n and chat 8 be ore. 


was condemned by the laws of mens 


of the law of God, that. the If er 


ſuitable to all forts. of fnners,. becauſe. 0 5 15 &- 


do die for the e And K wins no inflances. 15 


Jr Ps oy the, thief.o on the: ena] ha "the. 2 
5 * Corinthians , the jailor at Philippi *, and Paul, "=o 


\ 
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Even While JL yet. ſpoke, his countenan 
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Vn 


cannot do better than relate what he ſaid to two perſons 
who ſaw him a few days after, as I had it taken down in 


Writing by one of them. He ſays, We aſleed him how 


be did: He anfwered, As well as can be expected. 
Gentlemen, this is a very lonely place, you ſee, (and 
*/pggceiving the end for which we came, he added,) and 
I have been in a very ſorrowful ſituation. I have been 
viſited by ſeveral people, ſome of whom have pointed 
our a way for me to get to God, by praying to him, 
* ſhedding tears, and uſing all my endeavours to accept 
e Chriſt, by putting forth the hand of faith to lay hold 
on him: And they encouraged: me to continue in ſuch | 


<extnis, and ſaid that in this way I would find peace 


with God, m. And you muſt know 
| nen, was very much diſtreſſed on account 
lave done any thing to get ow"; 


d get near e 1 made tial of that way: I did, 
5 795 M4 bete ve, as much as any man could do in my ciroum- 
ances: 1-prayed 

1 2 nd cried to God to help me: I tried every means they 


| with as much ear neſtneſs as I could, 


ed out, that I might find: peace; but they might 


2 


555 be well have defired me te eat e PEx For * 
. eee 66 far as ever from Goc 


79 


and his peace: 


5 ad 
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y diſtreſs became unbearable, . 
3 ay: r bent boiles | ſpain and T could have 
lckes ie ct of my bowelsy {laying his hand'on h 
1 _ *breaſt) to have made it better, and fitter for God. . . 

_{Geptlemen,, (pointing to his bed) T have been toſſed 
| re all night, and ſhed tears, and prayed, and never 1 
.—  .4xvuld-;get near to God: All was darkneſs, and had I 3 
- _  * eontibuediu * . ee ended in d 5 x | 


6s. IRS. ron. SE. ns 


ESTEEM E Wl 


| + and the loſs of my reafon. But it pleaſed God that a 
Gentleman came to me, and when T told him what 1 


© had been doing, and the diſtreſs I was in, he told me 
« that I could not get relief in that way, for Chriſt had 
« finiſhed on the croſs that work which was only able to 
«fave me; that God ſent his Son into the world to die 


for ſinners; that whoſoever believed this ſhould be ſaved; 


and that I would find peace with God, and only could 
« find it in believing this. He marked out ſome paſſages 


« of the ſcriptures, and deſired me to mind what the word 
of God declared, and reject every thing contrary to it. 
And now I have conſidered theſe things, and 1 find; 


them juſt as he deſcribed them: I ſee, that God fo-loved 
the evorld that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 


. '* believeth on him might not periſh, but have everlaffing life *; | | 
And ſince I believed this, I am quite changed; 1am | 
happy now, J can get near to God now; I can pray to 5 
„ him with pleaſure; my heart now is light, for I feel 
e that weight which I thought would have funk me dow 5 
t for ever, taken away; every thing is new to me, 1 paſs.” 


© the night eaſy, and indeed I cannot deſcribe the change 


5 „that I feel. And now, Gentlemen, I have told you... 
f what has comforted me 5 in my miſery, and ir e 


any thing to ſay agreeable- to this, T ſhall be glad to 
hear you; but I mmm 


ſay any thing elſe,” ie eee 


Here then we ſee what was tb him ro 
good hope; and ever after, his faith, and hope in the brut 
ee ee eee. He all 1 con 
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8 C BET ER I. 
di the ſame way in which he began, ſpeaking of em 


in the moſt ſimple way, in a ſtrain equally remote from 61] 
ſelf-dependence and enthuſiaſm. He increaſed, in the by 
moſt wonderful manner, in the knowledge of the ſcrip- 2 

tiures, and underſtood them in a moſt ſimple and natural 8 
manner as one taught of God. A remarkable inſtance 5 
of this was communicated to me by a friend. He ſaid, i < 
I was much ſurpriſed one day to find him ſpeaking in 0 
esa pretty diſtinct way of predeſtination, ſuppoſing _ | n 

5 Fe the ſalvation of ſinners was owing to; a plan concerted al 
de Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and that it was n 

uin konſequence of this, that the Son of God came into - 4 
the" world; and gave his life a ranſom to redeem his a 

e people and this was entirely the fruit of his own re- 4: 
«ſearches into the word of God. Indeed we ſcarce erer 
A (6-f Horner heariog tim-ſpeak of ſome pro- || © © 

a 3 truth which he did not perceive before; or ſome | 
further inſtruction he had received immediately from the t 
| wierd of God concerning the things he already knew, b 

+ which had a tendency to confirm his faith and hope: He 7 
Prue much of the inexhauſtible treaſure contained in the 4 
eriptures, and was amazed to ſind ſo; much in a book © 
2 ' that he had ſo often read without ſeeing any thing to « 
attract bis attention; but now he found new beauties in 1 * 
it every day, and ſaid he would never be able to get to a. 


the bottom of it. He was alſo much. pleaſed when he 

ound. that any whom he conſidered as believers of the 
- goſpel, agreed with his views: To one of them he ſaid. 
When I hear you ſpeak upon any paſſage of ſcripture, 
| "OR juſt expreſs the very things that have already oc-- _ 
. eee 1 n and can only | 
5 =. * account 


3 


323) ffn½dddd ĩ on 


account for it by believing that we are taught by the 
« ſame Spirit. To a friend that came often to ſee him, 
he ſaid, I feel myſelf quite eaſy by my firm belief in 


« Jeſus Chriſt; I find I muſt leave all to him, for I am 
no better than a new · born child, and can help no more 


© towards the peace of my. ſoul.” He alſo particularly 
expreſſed to that ſame perſon, his admiration of the grace 
of Jeſus, who was, a on earth, full of mercy and kind- 
neſs, and chearfully ſuccoured all that called upon him; 
above all, he expreſſed the joy of heart he felt at that 


CCC TTT 


noted inftance of the grace of Jeſus, in ſhowing mercy; to 


- the thief on the croſs, who but a little before had been 
2 and he particularly added, Nom this is a 
great help to firengthen my hope, for 1 know he id 


. FOR good, and loving Lord, although he be Ma gront 
C and ſo noble as to be the Lord af lords. . 


At another time, when he was telling ſeveral perſuns 75 
the ground of his hope, one ſaid to him, If you ral 
believe that, you will have no eauſe of fear. He anſwered, 


That is indeed the moſt extraordinar thing I ever heard 


Would you have me juſt to drop into hell with my ee 
| * open, by declaring thay k phage ee Rn | 
I do not believe? This would be'a degree of wickedneſs 
Lund folly far beyond all thay ever I have done.“ „ 
Speaking of death to a perſon who e £ 
A a very dark and diſmal cloud; but added, 
that be was ſusg that Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs = _ 
ſhone bright behind it, and that he was not afraid to ven- 
5 into it, for he kne that he would ſoon get te NE 


. LETTER I. 


a —þ more. And in a Bible given him by the ſame oaths; 
+ which he uſed ever afterwards. in priſon, he wrote the 
following ſentence on one of the blank leaves: This 
: © Bible has been my candle when I was in darkneſs, and 
; 1 4 J have found more riches in it than in all the world; 
for I have found peace to my foul when it was weary 
© and faint; and it has made my chains light unto me; 
it has turned a den of thieves into a houſe of prayer, 
and made me happy even in going to death, by defp- 
+ ing its ſting. - Written by my hand, the day before I 
1 died, William Mills.” And ſo much comforted was he 
twee views he had received from the word of God, that 
| de was wont to ſay, when aſked if he wearied for want of 
1 F : | company, that he was never alone while he had the t th. 
= to comfort him, and that he would be joyful thou he. 
was ſhut up. in a. go. 18 hundred 92 85 
el 7 
Ke frequently 3 3 52 ER TER and Sui. 
. 5 3 tude, the conduct of divine Providence towards him, in 
i: - preſerving bis life amidft ſo many dangers for, (ſaid be,) 
-. KIT had died in that fituation, I muſt have dropt into 
© hell-fire, the yit of deſtruction would have had no cover- 
ing for me.“ He noticed how many narrow eſcapes he 
bad made in the field. of battle; and particularly, chat 
once when the Britiſh troops were landed in ſome part f 
. America, under a very bot fire from the enemy, while he Je 
was yet in the boat, and lying flat on his face along with 7 
the reſt to avoid the danger, bis knajf ck, which was | 
then upon his back, bad feveral balls lodged i in it, and 3 
7 bis gun was rendered unſerviceable by another ſhot; On: -- 1 
„ 5 lieh be _ this remark; 25 N ag near I was 25 | 
+++ -- a | rao 1 | 


LET HS Lb: Is 
« deſtruRtion, but God, in his infinite mercy, was pleaſed 
« to preſerve me, till I ſhould come to this priſon, and be 
© made acquainted with his grace; perhaps too, he meant 
to preſerve the life of another hardened ſinner like my- 
« (elf, by ſo ordering it, that, when I landed, I could not 
© ui: my gun; for, had it been ſerviceable, I mult have 
killed ſome one or other by the firſt fire,” e 
As the truth concerning Chriſt was the ſole ground « of - 
his confidence, ſo he received it not as the word of man, 
but the word of the living God: He took nothing for 
granted, but examined what any perſon 1 told him about 
the religion of Chriſt, by che holy ſcriptures, and received | 
or rejected it as he found it in them. He began with 
rangers, when they viſited him, with telling them his 
guilt, and the ground of his hope; and, knowing by 
experience the vaſt importance of holding faſt the truth, 


he was very jealous of what was ſet before him. While 1 : 2 
ſome perſons approved of his ſentiments, he found many 15 Fr: ib 
to oppoſe them; whom he did not ſpare, but with zeal 


and affection ſhowed them their error. I pray that they 


may be led to conſider their ways, and that they may vet "2 
take to heart what that poor priſoner ſ faid to them, and 


behold in him the power of that goſpel which they went 


hitherto neglected and defpired-4c 4. FG 
In this man we alſo ſaw the power of the goſpel of, | 5 . 


Jeſus Chriſt to lead to repentance and godly ſo for v5 5 


fin. Much has been ſaid and wrote about repentance, b, 
e ſpring of good hope to be rewofſg 55 . 5 

| for the paſt, and good reſolutions for the future, and: tha: 9 

| take away the true ſource i repentance as well as e _ 


thoſe who mak 


round of hope to nas but no Ry deſerves: | 
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: "preſſed with a ſenſe of his depravity 


tion of his Spirit, turned his ſtub 


the name, which does not ſpring from nah 4 in the: atone- 
ment of Chriſt, as the ſole foundation of hope to the 
guilty, and love to him as the Saviour. We have in 


Luke, chap. vii. ver. 36, &c. in the caſe of the woman | 


- that came to Jeſus, a remarkable inſtance of genuine re- 
peutance, as influenced by the ſenſe of much forgiveneſs, 
and eſteem, and love of him through whom it flows +: 
And indeed in William Mills, I may fafely ſay, t. + 
ſaw a caſe exceedingly: ſimilar; for as he was a greut 
ſinner, and needed much forgiveneſs, ſo he ſhowed deep 
- remorſe, and much fervent love to the bur He 


5 ſhake often in very ſtrong terms of his former wickedneſs 


and rebellion againft God, during the whole courſe: of 
his life, always regretting that his ſins ſhould have been 


ie cauſe of the ſufferings of the Son of God. He faw 


that his evil actions proceeded-from the impure fountain 


© ef adeſperately wicked and deceitful heart, and he traced 
au his impurity: and pollution 20 its original ſource, to 


is connection with Adam, by whom « fin entered into 
Faibe world, and death by in; and deeply thus im- 
ng uſed often, with 
1 | o ſpea of the mighty power of God, who 
lad, by the: word of truth, made effectua by the opera- 
ubborn heart from the 
8 Often have I ſeen his 


tears profuſely flow, when ſpeaking of his fins, and the 
15 of Jeſus: And indeed; he never could read the caſe 


_ _ juſt mentioned of the woman who bathed the feet of 
* with * ee and 1 mann 1 
to den. Lam rel at ö tears, bor: I had n 
* De 7 eee | 


ne- * undaunted heart; death could not make me ſhrink for- 
he « merly, nor did I ſhed a tear when J received my ſen- 
in « tence.” Thus he afforded a ſtriking fulfilment of the 
an words of the prophet, 4 And I will pour upon the houſe 
re- © of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the 


ſs, « ſpirit of grace and of ſupplications, and they ſhall look 
« upon me whom they have pierced; and they ſhall mourn 
for him, as one that mourneth for his only ſon, and ſhall 
« be in bitterneſs for him, as one that is in bitterneſs for 


„“ his firſt-born a.“ 


that it leads to licentiouſneſs; for I never yet ſaw a man 
ſo broken-hearted, with a view of his fine, or more earneſt 
ſo to walk as to pleaſe God. He uſed to ſay, Some 


d + 


be a moment without praying to God, and praiſing him 


7 


knew the merey of God in. Chriſt Jefus, theſe duties 


© to God, but now I delight in them. He uſed bitterly 
to regret his former unthankfulneſs to God for the mer- 


many meals have I eaten, without ſo much as remem- 
© beting that there was a God that beſtowed theſe mers 


e Sn I A, 98... 


5 9 6 * 5 2 when they wers hot made ready to my liking 
1 C 
EET N 


A Zobhoriah xii. 10. 


TCC ry: 


In this caſe was clearly manifeſted the groundlefeneſs of 
the common and ancient objection to the grace of God, 


people who come to ſee me, think, when they Bas me 5 
« aſcribing all to Chriſt's work, and diſclaiming any hope 
in my prayers and tears, that I deſpiſe prayer; but if 4 
they knew my heart, they would ſee that I can ſcarce 


for his great mercy to my ſoul: I paſs the moſt of the | 
night in that duty, and never weary in it. Before 4 


were a great burden to me, becauſe I could not get near | 


cies of life, and when taking food would fay, © O! how 


„ 
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I have even driven the diſhes off the table, and abuſed 
my ſervant in ſuch a manner, as that the very thoughts 
© of it lie heavy on my mind: And he would add, Oh, 
© beware of pride, I was CIP proud when in my ful- 
nes 
One day alſo, when ſpeaking of hs power of the goſpel 
to excite: good works, he ſaid, « I never gave any thing 
to the poor from a good motive, at leaſt J had none of 
© the motives I now feel. I believe the pride of ſeeing 
them about my door, moved me more than any thing 
© elſe; but I was never led to it by the love of Chriſt: 
© But 1 think now, if I was fo live in the world, that I 
would take a different method; and if I had any thing 
- © to give, as I formerly had, I would go and ſearch out 
© for perſons in diſtreſs, who perhaps could not get meat, 


—— — — — —jœ-4ä4ͤP — * — 
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Mo or drink, or money to pay their rents; and when I 8 
heard of ſuch, I would ſend them money, without i Te | 4 
li * forming them who gave it.“ 1 
In him was alſo manifeſted, in a ſtriking manner, that 4 

3 mark of believing the goſpel, the love of the bre- = 
thren for the truth's ſake, of which Peter ſpeaks, con- 4 
necting it with the belief of the truth, . Seeing ye have 7 
e purified your ſouls, in obeying the truth through the : 

7 Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the brethren, ſee that Fi 
% ye love one another with a pure heart fervently b.“ A 

1 Moſt happy was he in the company of his brethren 1 in Pf 
* Cbriſt * 
50 He was ſome years ago in very eaſy cireumſtances i in Dublin, n 


but was reduced to poverty, as he mentions in his ſpeech, by being 
diſappointed in the payment of money advanced * him in in inn S 


men for the King's ſervice. 


b I Peter i. 22. 


LEVER L od 


Chriſt Jeſus, and he ſoon entered into the W views 
of ſeparation from the world, and Chriſtian unity, and 
indeed appeared in every reſpect, of which his fituation 
would admit, one of that little flock to which I and others 


who ſaw him belong. In a very ſimple and beautiful 


manner to one of theſe brethren, he exprefſed his views 


of Chriſtian love. 1 know (he ſaid) as well what is in 


your mind with regard to me, as if I was acquainted 


with what is paſſing there:“ And upon being aſked how 
that could be, he replied, . I know it by brotherly love; 


© for I know if all you are poſſeſt of in the world could 
« fave my life, you would freely part with it ſor me; and 
© I know this to be the caſe from the ſtate of my ind 


- © towards you.” T : 
As he manifeſted the We 3 in the bre- 
ehren, ſo he ſhowed the moſt earneſt deſire for the ſalya- 


tion of ſinners. He could fay in truth that his heart's 


deſire and prayer to God was, that they might be ſaved; _ 


He ſaid to one, Oh, that I had a voice that could reach 


the whole world, I would tell them of the grace of the 
. Saviour: Were 1 to live in this world any longer, my 
© chief delight would be in perſuading ſinners to fly to his 


* blood; I would go to the greateſt ſinners, ſinners like 
myſelf, and ſay all I could to lead them to Chrift* 
And accordingly, he took opportunity. to recommend to 


every perſon who ſaw him, the grace of the Saviour, and 


wrote a long letter to à number of priſoners in the room 


below him, warning them of their danger, and ſhowing 
them the remedy; and on the night previous to his death, 


ok. fervently ſet before the ſoldiers who attended. him, 


" <4 F er of lalvation through Chriſt. 


5 
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He alſo diſplayes the een meekneſs of forcie which KM 

| wanifelted the change which had taken place upon him, 1 
for he was formerly of a very proud and vindictive tem- 3 
. and e 26th re the influence of the doctrine ” 1 1 


4 1 


3 way injured him. 5 
In theſe ſentiments he a0 till his ahi hour, 
. to the conviction of all who knew him, grew in 
grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, having the full aſſurance of the hope of the 
golpel, inſomuch that, when lie heard his application for 
parc on was unſucceſsful, it gave him not the ſmalleſt un · 
calineſs; for on that occafion he did not ſo much as alter 
one feature of his face: And indeed, he never appeared 
an way intereſted in that matter: yet, at ſame time, he 
knew the workings of an evil heart of unbelief, and was 
ſometimes tempted to deſponding thoughts; but he ſaid, 5 
that in theſe circumſtances he always obtained deliverar.cc, 

by calling to remembrance that truth by which His 9 
was at firſt relieved from perplezity. 

During the laſt days of his life, he was moſt wonders 
1 ſupported; and I ſhalt now Conelude this narrative 
with an account of his behaviour through the laſt night, 
find on the laſt day of his life, which will greatly confirm 
and illuſtrate the things which have been already noticed. 
Four perſons fat up with him through the laſt night, and 
I ſuppoſe it is a night that they will never forget. They 
have fince. put down in writing the ſubſtance df What 

occurred, and I ſhall give ſome of the molt ſtriking parts 
of it, chiefly in their own words. * While we attempt 
to give 2 a narrative of what paſſed, we find ourſehies- © 
| 3 a 7 
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1 | © incapable to expreſs his ſerenity of mind, and the joy 
a and peace that appeared in every "obſervation he made: 
A In him we ſaw fully verified what the apoſtle Peter ſays 
A of thoſe to whom he wrote, Whom having not ſeen ye love, 
i whom though now ye ſee him not, yet Lelieving, ye rejoice 
IF © with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. We went to hind 
about half paſt nine; he was then converſing with a 
. brother who was with him, on Micah, chap. vii. ver. 5 
which he recommended to our ſerious conſideration, 
1 | © applying it to our ſituation in this world, on account of 
4 ; | © the fewneſs of our number, ſaying, we were only like 5 
+ * & the grape: gleanings of the vintage; and often did he i | 
1:4 © with ardour expreſs the prophet's complaint, There is 
tFY: © no cluſter to eat, my ſoul defired the firſt ripe fruits; x 
7% © but, alas, the cluſter of mankind were going the broad: 
75 © way. to deſtruction. Let us only (ſaid he) ſtand in the 8 
5 EF: ſtreet, and take a view of the multitude that are paſling,, 
walking in the vanity of their minds, not knowing the 
things that belong to their peace, nor in the leaſt cont 29 
_ © fidering that their pride and vain. glory muſt ſoon be laid 
„ in the duſt, where there can be no diſtinctions among 
© men; and you are like the gleaning, and like the ſmall. e 
grapes, which the vain world make no account of; aud 125 bh 4 
© I like a wild: grape, hanging alone, which the Lord, 
in bis infinite mercy has brought in among you. He 
© exprefſed' great delight in what is ſaid in ver. 7. and 
recommended it to us in our preſent deſpiſed circum- 
ſtanges: He then applied the Sth and gth verſes to his 
a: e, as it would appear, on the ſcaffold; took notice 
2 Lord being his light when litting in the dark 


a | B 3 | SLE, priſon, 
14 | WE 
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5 and ſpoke with joy of the Lord wie him forth to 
5 the light, and that he ſhould" belrold his righteouſneſs. 
He theg ſpoke of the Lord's forgiving mercy, as men- 
tioned in the 18th and 1g th verſes, how far it exceeded 
* that of man; ſaying, when he applied to man for the 
+ pardon: of his offences, he would not grant it, but that 
the Lord pardoned all his i iniquities and 3 
© becauſe he delighteth in mercy. 
We were then led into a converſation about hs way 
1 jn which mercy flows to the guilty. He immediately 
«referred us to che li. chapter of Ifaiah, ſhowing that it 
aas through Chriſt's ſtripes that we were healed. + He 
told ds that Chriſt's work was a finiſhed work, quoting 
ow xix. 30. When Fe/as bad received the vinegar, he ſaid, . 
i i fniſsed, and he bowed his head and gave up the ghoſts | 
"And that God had teſtified his good pleaſure in his | 
4 ni ſhed work in raiſing him from the dead, and ſetting 
bes 5 _ Shim at. his own right hand, that the faith and hope of 
* 5 ; wg "guilty Huners, ſuch as he, might be in God. This, 
id ez is the foundation of my hope towards God; 
77 BE have God's word for it, that whoſoever believeth that 
8 F % KR Ekrift finiſhed the work that juſtifics the ungodly, ſhall 
5 25 faved; why ſhould I diſcredit God's word? he can- 
| 2K not lie: And he exhorted us to put the moſt unlimited 
_<gonfidence in it. He added, that there were many in- 
t ſtances on record of perſons of the moſt wicked characters 
5 N + obtaining mercy; that none after them might deſpair: 
He particularly enlarged on the caſe of Manaſſeh$, who 
bad enticed Ifracl to idolatry, filled Jeruſalem wich in- 
-- © nocent wood, and cauſed his chaldren to 6p gn 
F n i 


1 
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© the fire: He ſaw (he ſaid) ſome cireumſtances in his 
8 < caſe: ſimilar. to his own: Manaſſeh was tried in plenty; 
dhe was king in Iſrael, and there he rebelled againſt God; 
1 but the Lord brought him to priſon, dealt with him 
« there, and brought him to repentance, ſhowing mercy 
© unto him, and forgiving him all his iniquities: (And ** - 
he added) the Lord alſo. tried me in plenty, be tried ine 
© in want, in both ſituations I rebelled againſt him; at 
© laſt he brought me into priſon and chains, and made 
known unto me his amazing love and grace. He re- 
1 ferred us alſo to the caſe of Mary Magdalene, faying 
"© how. vile a ſinner ſhe was, 1 think the was a comm 
£ harlot, yet ſhe obtained mercy: Alſo to that ef Pai 
the Corinthians, who were nor noted [tradfgnaliites, © 
«© and laſtly to the caſe of the thief on the croſs, which 
(ſaid he) is a caſe fo like mine: ant 1 rejaage to find | 
£ jt on record. CC E's 
We here reminded. da of a ood comfortable: . 
cum ſtance that attended Chrilt's crucifixion: Which was.” 
© foretold in prophecy, And he was numbered: with the 2 of 
« tranſgrefſors e; and noticed that had he been numbered © 
« with men of equal repute with Noah, Daniel, and jeh, jp ? i; 
© he would, in all propriety of ſpeech, have been numbered 
with tranſgreſſors, but that this would have wore no . 
© yourable aſpect to him; but that he was numbered wit 
+ thoſe whom all the world agree to call tranſgreſſyrs, and 
. + faved one of them, to ſhow that there is no room for 1 
the vileſt to deſpair. He exclaimed, it is well for „% ip | 
ann i 18 Es and aha the fame 1 e is = 
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© He then ſpoke of the way in which ſinners are faved 

ö . * by this. mercy; that it was by faith, and not by any 
works; and for this directed us to the iv. chapter of 


the epiſtle to the Romans, ſaying, no works of ours can 


©* avail here; no prayers nor tears can eaſe the conſcience 
pained with guilt; theſe I tried when under my heavy 
© burden, but ſtill the load increaſed; I am not able to 
«+ deſcribe the weight I found at my breaſt; could you 
© ſet all the weight of this priſon upon me, it could not 
equal it; but being by the grace of God led to ſee that 
this great work. is already finiſhed on the eroſs, I then 
found reſt and peace. Oh, the love of God to my ſoul, 
+ it paſſeth knowledge, it will be a-ſubje& of ſong to me 
through all eternity; for I ſhall never be able fully to 


4 comprehend it! Would a friend come into priſon, and . = 


15 offer his life for mine, this indeed would be love; but t 


| : D EC Ehbrift ſo loved me, that he gave his life a ranſom for 


eme, while an enemy, ungodly, and without ſtrength; | 
pen, the chief of finners. Ob, the love of Chriſt! What 
t be ſuffered from his cradle to his grave! How ſhall ! 
requite itꝰ Well might Mary embrace her opportunity, 
sand waſh. Chriſt's feet with her tears, and wipe them 
"Do with the hairs. of her head; ſhe. loved much, becauſe. 
c much was forgiven her. Simon felt nothing of all this, 
though he needed forgiveneſs too; he gave him no wa- 
© ter for his feet, but Mary was at no loſs for water, the. 
© waſhed them with her tears; neither for a cloth to uy 

6 them, ſhe wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
At his requeſt we ſpent moſt of the night in praying, 
© praiſing, and reading the ſcriptures: During which time 
he often broke out in en to God, and ſaid tos. 


% 
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aus, Were it not for the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, I cer- 


F 1 | . Jain by this time would have been out of my ſenſes, 
9 but now I feel myſelf quite eaſy; look. at me, ſee how 

n 3 14 compoſed I am, and conſider the circumſtances I am 

© AY 1 in; think what is to take place in the afternoon; in the 

7 midſt of all this I feel no uneaſineſs, but what ariſes from 

25 Chriſt's great ſufferings for me. He often expreſſed a 
5 longing defire for the hour of his departure; and when 

t the clock ſtruck two, he lifted up his hands exclaiming, 

: © Blefed hour! referring to that hour in the afternoon. - 

; = He was prevailed upon in the morning to lay himſelf 
„down to reſt; which he did, and lept with great com. 

. « poſure for upwards of an hour. When he awoke he led 
1 © us into a converſation about death, comparing it to a 

[ * quiet ſleep and then mentfaning the agonies of death, 
gbhe ſaid, I feel quite eaſy in the view of it ; two or three 
1M « minutes will end all its pain: Oh, what is that compared 
do what Jeſus ſuffered for me? His ſufferings make death * 


| © eaſy to me; he took away its Ring, and it ſhall be to me 
bas een head N 2 e 
my eyes on the bright ſide of t. 
After this the jailor came to looſe him Ses, his ben | 
« ters: But it is impoſſible to deſeribe the ecſtaſy of joy. / — s : 
© he was in from this time till we left him. Being at 
liberty, he took the chain up in his hand and kiſſed it, TONE Pe 
« ſaying, Oh, bleſſed be Got for/this chaing and kneding | 
« down and praying by bimſelk, he again kiſſed tlie chain, 
and returned it to the jailor; and earneſtly exhorted him 
« to attend to the holy ſcriptures, ſaying to him, peace in 
your conſcience, and the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt the". 
boa is fax: better ag: all you can get in Ken i 
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26 L n [ 
© Think upon Jeſus Chriſt, call upon his lame, he is a 4 2 


© kind and merciful Saviour, he will not refuſe the peti- $ A 


tions that are aſked of him; think on the comfort I . I 
© have received, for he has made darkneſs light unto me, 3 R 
« and chains liberty. He then prayed, kneeling down, 
* ſaying, (I had it not in my power before to bow my xv 


knees to God,) he thanked God for all the temporal Wy 

* mercies he had all his life received, without acknow- _ 4 

* ledging the hand that gave them; but eſpecially he b . 

« praiſed God for the gift of Jeſus Chriſt, confeſſing his 

« ſins in the moſt humble manner, and praying for for- 4 . 

' © giveneſs through Chriſt's blood. He bleſſed the Lord # 
© for the peace of mind he enjoyed by the goſpel, and . 
© prayed that he might be ſupported to the laſt, con- * I 

« cluding with theſe words, Oh, Jeſus, grant the ſame "Wh 


*merey.to me which thou didft to the thief on the croſs, . 
© who faid-unto thee, Lord, remember me when thou come/t 9 1 
into thy kingdom. Lord, remember me now that thou art ; 
5, in thy kingdom, and bring me to thy glory, Amen. 
Perceiring us much affected, he took hold of our 
5 . beſeeching us to remember that he was going 
* to the Saviour. I have been (ſaid he) catched like | 
c a ſheep ftraying on the dark fide of the mountains; 
'* plucked like a brand out of the burning, half burnt. 
| © He then turned to the ſoldiers, ſaying to them, Sol- 
i diers, look at my brothers! Did you ever ſee a com- 
b pany like this? They are all in tears like children 
« weeping for their father. What is the cauſe of all this, 
_ © think you? Vou ſee they have loſt their night's reſt, 
left their families and good houſes, to fit in the dungeon 
« l a ti and all for the ſake of a poor thief; they 
| Knew 
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A knew nothing about me before I came here: What is 
* N it that influences them to this? Why I will tell you, 
it is becauſe I believe that truth upon which they are 
# united, and they love me, becauſe they love Jeſus Chriſt. 
. 4 He then defired us to come and ſee his laſt appearance, 
| 4 ſaying, What will you think when you ſee mg turned 
. over? I will tell you what to think : Recolle& the 
paſfage of Iſrael through the Red-ſea, and Jordan, how 
2 | the waters ſtood as a wall on each fide while they paſſed . 
4 through dry-ſhod: Juſt ſo ſhall I paſs through the valley _ _ 
9 of death undiſmayed, with all its terrors on every hand. 
5 5 We were juſt going away, when he called us back, ; 
2 ſaying, he would not part with us in tears, for (faid he) 
3 7 we will ſmile when we meet again, and we muſt part 
1 in the ſame manner: And when we ſmiled, he ſeemed | 
1 „ happy, faying, Farewell! farewell! I am fect * 
happy, and we ſhall ſoon meet again never to Part * 
I and two other perſons went to him-at twelve oc cloth, 
with a view to attend him to the laſt. We found bim 
beyond deſeription joyful. As we remarked to one an- 
Ss ö other we had no need to ſay any thing; indeed he 
de exhorted us to hold faſt the faith. We ſpent the time 


8 till after two o'clock in prayer, praiſe, reading the ſend... 
4 tures, and converſation upon them; but he was able to 

* ſay but little during the latter part of this period; for che 

* eeſtaſy of joy he was in at firſt when we ſaw him, ſeemed 

” quite to have overpowered him, eſpecially when ſinging = 

Sz 


an hymn, i in which he greatly delighted, being the fifty= 5 
„ third of a collection of Chriſtian ſongs, fit publiſhed b:, 
n i the late Mr. Glas, upon Chris words, « It is finiſhed??? : 
4 And as he never afterwar . 3 recovered himſelf, his ap. 5 
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_ EE OTTER * 1 
: pearance on the ſcaffold, though very Ariking, was not | 


equal to what e have been expected by thoſe wholſ 
knew him. 


A Veetle [after two clock he came on the 1 - . 


where we obtained leave to accompany him, (though we 
were not permitted to ſpeak to him about the ground of 


his hope, or to pray.) Mr. Hardie, one of the mĩniſters of 7 + 
: Ediuburgh, attended along with two of the magiſtrates; 1 
although the priſoner had more than once petitioned that 1 y 

he might not be attended by any of the clergy *®. The F ® 
3 of theſe petitions were as follow: Few of the 3 | | ; 
5 Aerymen of Edinburgh had ever ſeen him, eſpecially = | 


time of his change of mind; and from any viſits i 


| he had received, he had but little opinion of the doctrine M 


. 5 declared by them, being goſpel or good news to oneſ in „ 
his fituation: And indeed he had no favourable view of 40 . 
£ the cauſe of national Chriſtianity in which they were en: 


gaged; having entered into the views of the oe of | 
_ Chriſt's diſciples in ſeparation from the world He 
168085 the hymn already mentioned. Aſter this one of the 
magiſtrates propoſed that Mr.” Hardie ſhould. pray. To N 
hich he anſwered, firſt to that gentleman, and then to 

- Jo Hardie himſelf, that he did not chooſe it, but would 
pray himſelf; upon which Mr. Hardie retired. He 


r * prayen much in the FF” terms as before narrated, 


recomm en ding 


= 65 is proper to „ here, RE there i is no reaſon to ſu 


: that the attendance of a clergyman, contrary to the deſire of the 


criminal, and the reſtrictions under which thoſe were laid whom 
he wiſhed to attend him, were owing to the magiſtrates in general; 


for one of thee gentlemen ſeemed to take all RAE: ©. 


I See Appendix, No. I. 
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| This was the ſubſtance of what he ſaid, though it mut 
all- be owned, with \ fame aha of ande e "TE 
ts WK NY 
ine * ta 
wink 1 1 ; | but ths time load hay not ering bs ater praying . 
ll a few minutes within himſelf, he, in the molt fm an 

. 175 eee manner, ſubmitted to the puniſhmeng st 
„la of his country had aſſigned him for his crimes. 

e Having thus finiſhed the narrative concerning Wil. 

3 lam Mills, I ſhall: at preſent. conclude, reſerving for 

FP, i »pother Letter ſome thoughts on the At as fover _ 

80 reign gra e CES” 3 TELE SE 
Id ow Ke. . of 

a, P. S. Though it is far from my intention any way 8833 
a cover the _ of William Mills, who 1 am convinced! 
he | 2 m a e WY publiſhed i in a furregaſtions 8 Wa 7 5 

m Which a good deal of the feal Speech was omitted; there was ale VR 


11 Jubjoived what was faid to be his laſt Speech on + an 45 45 ; + 


3B very different indeed from what he really delivered” 
4 ha Speech i in en No. II. . 


3 1 


* * R E ny 


C emeadug his ſoul. to the mercy of. God through 
| Chriſt Jeſus: And when he had finiſhed (after obtaining 
ba he ſpoke to the ſpeRators, beſeeching them to 
"F 0 beware of the crimes which had brought him to that 
untimely end, and deſerved puniſhment, ſaying, that there 
vas a God in heaven who would not ſuffer ſuch crimes to 


bpaſa unpuniſhed. He told them with great energy that 
WE they were ſinners, and called on them to beware of every 
falſe foundation of hope: To look to the croſs of Chriſt, 

1 and behold in him an inſtance of the Lord's free mercy.* 5 


EEE 


bad every way an unworthy character, yet two reports 
concerning him I think it proper to contradict. The 
one, that he had the King's letter, to receive 181. while 
the fact is, that he was only an out-penſioner of Chelſea 
College, and received no more than 71. 108. or 71. 158. 
- annually. Had the firſt been the caſe, I own he could 
not have ſaid with truth in his laſt ſpeech, that poverty 
had any way led him to commit the crimes for which he 
ſuffered. The other report is, that he was an evidence 
_ againſt a man named Pickworth, who was executed at 


Edinburgh many years ago; but this is equally void of 3 | 


foundation: for the name of that perſon was Francis Mills, 
and he was alſo a much older man than William Mills was 


IF that period, who was then a lad of Oy about 3a 


e of age. 
1 have refrained from giving a more particubir detail 
of his wicked actions, not from any deſire to make him 


x; ds ppear in a more favourable light than he deferved; but 


partly becauſe I am not in poſſeſſion of the materials, that 

would be neceſſary for that purpoſe, and partly becauſe 

he relation of what I do know could be of no ſervice to 
the public, and would only tend to gratify curioſity. | 


LETTER 


My FrIENDS, 


N attentive conſideration of the n Letter, 
will pretty clearly ſhow the doctrine which I 


Y | maintain, concerning the way of ſalvation, and that I 
® | conſider the work of Jeſus Chriſt to be excluſively the 
foundation of hope to the guilty. _ Yet I thought. it 


1 neceſſary, to add to the narrative contained in my former 


Letter, an explicit account of what I hold from the 
word of God, upon the all- important ſubje& of the 


acceptance. of ſinners in the ſight of Jehovah. - And this 
general obſervation I would make in the outſet, and beg 


to be kept in view through the whole, that the ſalvation 


of ſinners of the fallen race of Adam, is entirely a matter 
of revelation: We have nothin g elſe here to guide us but 
the word God, and to this we ought therefore ſtrictly 
to adhere. Nothing that our natural conſciences know, 
or the works of God reveal, can in the leaſt aid our 
reſearches in that important queſtion, * « Wherewith ſhall - 
" 1 come before the Lord, or bow myſelf before the 
6 bigh God. The Lord alone could anſwer that 
queſtion, as in mercy he hath done, revealing the good 


news of a perfect ſacrifice, through which the OL . 


draw Mo unto God d. 


1 d Pſal. zl. 6—9. Heb . . 
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32 . 
In this Letter, we ſhall firſt confider the impoſſibility 
of any creature having hope towards God, upon any 
other footing, than by his free mercy revealed in the 


account, which the word of God reveals, of the loſt and 
ruined ſtate of man. 

That all men are ſinners will be tt generally 
admitted; and it is a queſtion that in all ages has 
puzzled philoſophers, and fuch as by wiſdom knew 
not God, How it happened that man alone, of all the 
creatures falling under their obſervation, appeared to. act 
contrary to the end of his creation: The ſcriptures alone 
tan ſolve this queſtion, ſhow how we became finners, 
and aſcertain the real extent and certain conſequences of 
 tranſgrefſion. From them it it appears that fin and death 
were introduced into the world by the tranſgrefſion of 
our firft parents: Thus it is written in the fifth chapter 
of the epiſtle to the Romans and twelfth verſe, « Where- 
fore as by one man fin entered into the world, and 
* death by fin, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
that, (or rather, in whom) all have ſinned. “ 
Thus by Adam's tranſgreſſion he and all his poſterity 
became ſubje& to death, and all its attendant evils. 
** Unto Adam the Lord God faid, Becauſe thou haſt 
e hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and haſt eaten 
* of the tree of which I commanded thee, laying, 
= Thou ſhalt not eat of it, curſed i is the ground for thy 
kt fake; in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat of it all the days of thy 
life; thorns alſo and thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee, 
«and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the field: In the fweat 

te of thy brow et 3 eat bread till thou return unto 
e 3 nos ac the 


* 


atonement; which will be manifeſt, by attending to the nn 


LETTER IT. 33 


4 ce the ground, for duft thay art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 

4 4 return e. In this ſentence all Adam's poſterity were 

1 along with him included; he fell as their public head 
and repreſentative; and ſo the word of God declares, 

| bo: | that death, which univerſally reigns, is not the fruit 

4 1 of every man's particular tranſgreſſion, but the effect of 
Adam's fin: „ Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 

0 | even over them that had not ſinned after the ſimilitude 

i « of Adam's tranſgreſſion 4 5 ñ0] 
1 But this is not all: Not only are all kid by 
5 {4 Adam' s ſin conſigned to one common grave, and expoſed 
W to every ſpecies of temporal miſery, but it is expreſsly _ 
recorded, that after his fall he begat children, not after 
the image of God as he himſelf was created, but, „ in 
„ his own likeneſs, after his image : A. likeneſs, 
alas! to apoſtate ſpirits, but not to God, and which was 
foon manifeſted by the conduct of his immediate deſcen- 
dents; for of them, Cain ſhed his brother's blood, and 
that becauſe he was more righteous than he; and thus 
manifeſted himſelf to be the genuine, offspring of him 
& who was 1a. murderer from. the beginping. and n 
not in the truth f.“ 
All men, therefore, e are eſtranged I A —_ | 
10 © they go aſtray as ſoon as they are born, ſpeaking 
« lies 8. ( Their hearts are deceitful above all things, 
and deſperately wicked b, naturally producing every 


= evil pars towards ; God and man; for the ſcriptures ſay, 

7 | „ Bo Born .;. 

: | © Gen. 17-20. d Rom. v. 14. Gen. v. its + | 

; f John viii. 44. 1 John iii. 12. 3 FRLINGY ++ 

; 4 1 og xvii. 9. 

= = * ln ne view, over infats who had neither n good nr oi, > 
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34 Þ ET TEN I, | 
«© Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 


6 adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſs, blaſphe- 


e mies; theſe are the things which defilea man i.” This 
is the black ſource of human evil, which neceffarily flows 
out abundantly from this polluted fountain. 
Thus man, as a deſcendent of fallen Adam, can neither 
Jobs nor obey God; nay, his mind is filled with hatred 1 
of God, and of his fellow-creatures: Yet in all this he 
is a free and voluntary agent. The conſcious ſenſe of 
bis iniquity makes the thoughts of a juſt God irkfome 
to his mind, and the quick ſenſe of his own intereſt and 
honour, induces the hatred of his fellow-men. Being 
thus led to the exereiſe of all ungodlineſs; and inhumanity, 
he expoſes himſelf to the pains of the ſecond death, and 
as deſcribed by the enge as 6 pen nature a child of 
46 wrath k. 33 : fs 
Though by nature man is \ rendered quite - incapebl 
of loving and obeying God, yet he is capable, in ſome 
meaſure, of diſcerning his duty: There fill remains as 
much of the divine law engraven on his mind, as to fhew 
. Him his duty, and convince him of ge in going aſnay; 
and thus it is wriften, «© There is no reſpect of perſons 
be with God; for as many as have ſinned without law, 
44 ſhall alſo periſh without law, and as many as have 
4 finned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law, (for not 
the hearers of the law are juſt before God, but the 
«doers of the law ſhall be juſtified; for when the Gentiles 
#which have not the law, do by nature the things 
% contained in the law, theſe having not the law, are a 
„law unto een which ſtow the work of the law 
6 written 
| eee en bab. 


1 ET EAR 


( written in their hearts, their conſcience alfo bearing 
„ witneſs, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing, 
or elſe excufing one another l.)“ In this paſſage the 


13th, 14th, and 15th verſes are mclofed in a parentheſis, 


© in which the apoſtle vindicates the doftrine he had 
8 i maintained, that they who finned- without law (i. e. the 
ritten law) ſhould periſh without law; and that they 
who finned in the law, ſhould be judged by the law, in 
4 the day of Chriſt: As to the Jews, he ſhows that the 


law promiſed life, not to the man who heard or knew 


"theſe things, but who did them; and as to the, Gentiles 


he declares, that their natural conſciences did fo them 
the part of the written law, this law being written in their 


hearts, informing them of their duty, and the demerit of 


diſobedience; and thus the fame apoſtle, ſpeaking of men 


in the ſame circumſtances, ſays, © Who, Knowing the 
6 judgment of God, that they who commit ſuch things 


1 are worthy of deat; not only do the we but Tov 


4 pleafure in them that do them +-.-4754 


The law which was engraven upon the heart of Adi 


when be was created after the image of God, and may | 1 5 
ſterity,/ in what is 


yet be traced in the hearts of all his pg 
called natural conſcience, which in r 
neſſes for God, was formally promulgated to the nation 


of Ifrael, and engroſfed into the typical covenant” with 
that people, though this eternal rule of righteouſneſs | 


could be no type, but was that very law which Chriſt 


came into the world to fulfil. This law in the moſt 
ex prels terms ſhows us our duty, and the inevitable 
oe” of diſobedience: i ſummed up in two 
ves 2 8 particular 


e Rom. i. 11176. 245 m Rom. i. 34. 


man ſtill wit. 


* W 
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mn particulars, love to God and to our neighbour ; It fays, 
WIN ' © © Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 


« and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and 
« with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as -thyſelf *,”” 
To the perfectly obedient it promiſes life: This do, 
C and thou ſhalt live:“ But it can ſhow no mercy to 
any tranſgrefforz &« For it is written, Curſed 1s every 


e one that continueth not in all things written in the book 


of the law, to do them ©.” Who then can ſtand this 
teſt? Who can put his hand to his heart and ſay he is 


clean? Let the advocate for human merit and forth; 7 


if he can fulfil the condition, then let him claim the 
reward: But if he faulters, if he ſpeaks of human im- 
perfection and frailty, let him ſtand confounded; the 


juſt and terrible God hath pronounced his doom, . Curſed 
« is he; and grace, free ſovereign grace "_ can 


reſeue kim from deſtruction. 


Agrecable. to this view of things is Paul's ws 
« this matter, in the third chapter of the epiſtle to the 


Romans, from the gth to the 21 verſes, he begins with 
alking thisqueſtgn, What then? are we”? Ci. e. Jews,) 
better than they?” (i. e. Gentiles;) which he thus 
| peremptorily anſwers, No, in nowiſe; „ for we have 
« before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they are 
| all under ſin.“ He then collects a number of paſſages 
from. the Old Teſtament. ſcriptures,. deſcriptive of the 
guilt of mankind, and. in verſe 19th draws the concluſion, 


Nom we know that what things ſoever the law faith, 


« it faith to them who are under the law, that every 
| 4 e may be Apps, and all * world may become 
= „ guiley 


. 1 guilty before God.” he paſſages quoted, peculiarly 85 
4 applied to thoſe unto whom they were firſt directed, and 


nd 3 | as they were the people who in point of righteouſneſs 
"9 . 


f claimed the pre- eminence over others, it followed of 
ceourſe, if they were brought in guilty, that every mouth 


£9 Was ſtopped effectually, and none righteous, no not one. | 
') > | If the foregoing obſervations have been attended to, | 
k che concluſion of Paul will be already anticipated, 
is . Therefore by the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh be | 


A « juſtified in his fight.” All fleſh have corrupted their 1 
ways, are breakers of God's law, and therefore under its 
0 curſe, and every attempt to do and hve, can only involve 
the deeper in guilt and miſery.  & By the law is the ö 
= << #nowledge of ſin;“ it ſhows us our tranſgreſſion, it 
| ſpeaks: our eee but it cannot ſhow mercy, it 
cannot abſolve. e | 5 F- 45.09 
Blut it is now time to . to r ſubject, 
to chat grace which has gilded the blackneſs of human 
' miſery, and brought ſalvation to the utterly wretched. 
This precious truth was firft revealed to Adam in theſe 
words: And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy ſeed and her feed ; it thall — | 
WE < bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his beel l 1+ * | 
Here began the firſt dawn of human hope, and "this = | 
remained as the cleareſt promiſe of deliverance through 
* Chiiſt, till the days of Abraham, when that glorious 
petſon, who was at firſt ſet forth in the wide extended 
view of a deſcendent of Eve, was particularly deſeribed 
28 the feed of Abraham; yet ſtill unlimited in the ſalvation 
he was to * for thus did the ey rune 4 And 
in 


3 £ OP Gen. ai. 73. 


* 


38 FFF 


. in thee ſhall all families of the earth be bleſſed e 28 


This promiſe was yet more clearly ſet forth to David, 
and his houſe was declared to be the family from which 


the glorious Deliverer was to ſpring; ; thus Nathan ſaid 5 4 
to Dayid, 4 And when thy days be fulfilled, ànd thou 92 
« ſhalt ſleep with thy fathers, I will ſet up thy ſeed after 
„ thee, which ſhall proceed out of thy bowels, and I 4 


« will eſtabliſh his kingdom f. This laſt promiſe is the 
ground-work of the teſtimony of the ſucceeding prophets, 
as may be evident from conſulting the few following 
paſſages out of many, Pſal. Ixxxix. Pſal. cxxxii. ver. 11, 
Kc. Iſa, ix. ver. 6, 7. Iſa. xi. ver. 1. &c. Jer. xxiii. ver. 
5, 6. Amos ix, ver. 11, 12. | 

It was of abſolute neceſſity that the Saviour of man- 
kind ſhould be a perſon of infinite dignity, and at ſame 
time clothed with human nature: Had he not been a true 
man, his work could not have benefited the race of 


Adam; and had he not been the living and true God, 


it would have been ineffectual to deliver from deſtruction: 
For the bigheſt created being is bound by the law of his 
nature, to perfect obedience for himſelf, and no part of 
_ . what he does can go to the account of another; neither 
could the blood of one creature make aton ement for the 
ſouls of thouſands, and righteouſly redeem them from 
perdition. In that view of things, we never could un- 


derſtand the reaſoning of Paul: If the blood of bulls 


and of goats, and the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling the 


. « unclean, ſanctifieth to the purifying of the fleſh; how ' 
« much more ſhall the blood of Chrift; who throdgh the 


6 eternal Spirit offered n without ſpot to God, 


cc purge a 


8 r Sam. vi. 13. : 


3 5 
4 


9 | * living God 8; 
þ The prophets who foretold the coming of the Juſt 


vas the Micnry Gov: . Unto us a Child is born, unto 
2 46 us a Son is given, and the government ſhall be upon 
, 71 ce his ſhoulder; and his name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
= < Counſellor, The MicaTy Gop, The everlaſting Father, 
= + The Prince of Peace: Of the increaſe of his govern- 
“ ment and peace there ſhall be no end, upon the throne 
ce of David b, &c. And the ſame prophet introduces 
John Baptiſt, as thus teſtifying concerning him, „“The 
& voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye 
« the way of the'Loxd, (or Jeyovan) make ftraight in 
« the deſert a high-way for our Gop i,” Jeremiah thus 
writes coneerning the ſeed of David, © Behold the days 
& come, faith the Lord, that 1 will raiſe unto David a 


6 and ſhall execute judgment and juſtice in the earth: 
e In his days Judah ſhall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell 


And, not to multiply quotations, Zechariah ſets him 
- forth as the equal of the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, . Awake, 
* « O ſword, againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the Katy 
> « My FELLOW, faith the Lord of Hoſts l.“ 


* The New Teſtament, in the moſt explicit manner, 
3 _ the res W of Neun Chriſt. The evangeliſt 
. I Heb. ix. 13, 24. - 8 Iſa. ix. 6, Y I Iſa. xl. 3, compared 


with Matth. ili. 3. Jer. xiii. 5%, G6. ech. zii. 7. 


nn ir, 


7 ö ce purge your conſcience from dead works, to ſerve the 


One, ſet him forth as a perſon of infinite dignity, Iſaiah 
XZ declares that he who was to fit upon the throne of David 


| cc righteous Branch, and a King ſhall reign and proſper, 


e ſafely; and this is the name whereby he ſhall be called, 


„TAE LORD (or Jenovan) ous RicnTroventss Kk. 
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John thus writes on this important ſubje& : « In the 
„ beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. All things were made 
« by him, and without him was not any thing made that 


& was made. In him was life, and the life was the light 


e of men. And the WorD was made fleſh, and dwelt 
% among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 


te the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and 
« truth . And agreeable to this account, Paul thus 
addreſſes the Philippians, « Let this mind be in you, 
« which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who, being in the form 
te of God, thought it not rõbbery to be equal with God; 
te but made himfſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
« the form of a ſervant b. &c. | 

In the forecited paſſage from John, that hk does 
not deſcribe him as the © only begotten of the Father,” 
till ſuch time as he was made fleſh; which agrees with 
the account of this matter given by Luke, who thus 
ſpeaks of the conception of Jeſus; „And behold thou 
& ſhalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, 


5 and thou ſhalt call his name Jesvs: He ſhall be great, 


«© and ſhall be called the Sox of the Hicnesr, and the 


« Lord God ſhall give unto him the throne of his father 


% David, and he ſhall reign over-the houſe of Jacob for 


« ever, and of his kingdom there ſhall-be no end. Then 


« faid Mary unto the angel, How ſhall this be, ſeeing 1 
« know not a man? And the angel anſwered and faid 


. unto her, The Holy Spirit ſhall come upon thee, 


« and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee, 


i therefore Ie that WI DS. which ſhall be born of 


ELF. AK =, * 3 28 thee, 
®John i. I, 2, 3, 4, 14. 1 : b Philip. 1 11. 1575 Kc. 83 410 


/ 


A 
«thee, ſhall be called the Sox of Gope. In theſe 


th words of the angel, there is a manifeſt reference to the 
de ix. of Iſaiah, already quoted, and alſo to Iſa. vii. ver. 14. 1 | 
at « Behold a virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, and | 
ht ce ſhall call his name EM MANUEL.“ The holy thing that N 
It | Mary bore was EM MANUEL, the MicnTy Gop in the 1 
of | $ form of an Infant of days; and his name as thus mani- | l 
d felted, was the Son or GOD *. Thus Jeſus Chriſt, when 8 l 
28 he ſpeaks of himſelf as the Son, declares himſelf to be | | 
u, both inferior to the Father, and the equal of Jehovah. { 
= He ſays, The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what | 
13 & he ſeeth the Father do; for as the Father has life in | 
m 3 | « himſelf, ' 
| ee Luke i. 3I—36. | W : | | 
7 * There is yet another ſenſe, in which Chriſt is declared to bs | | 
h the Son of God; and that is as the firſt- born from the dead, and | 
inheriter of all things: Thus Paul, when preaching in the ſyna- 1 
A gogue of Antioch in Piſidia, ſays, © And we declare unto you glad | | 
u © tidings, how that the promiſe which, was made unto the fathers, © | 


I» «© God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us theirþaldren, in that he hath. 
« raiſed up Jeſus again; as it is alſo written in the ſecond Pſalm, 
e “Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee,” Ads xi. 3 F 
A 33 In that Pſalm this is connected with his receiving the he: 
* then for his inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts N the earth 5 
4 « for his poſſeſhon.”” And ſo Paul, writing to the Hebrews, © | | | 
u chip. i, 3-7. fays, © Who being che brightneſs of his glory, and 14 
[ © the expreſs image of his perſon, and upholding all things by the 5 
1 “ word of his power, when he had by himſelf purged our ſins, ſat 

% down on the right hand of the Majeſty on high; being made ſo - _ 
* much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained 2 ves | | 


1. p 
eres ewe tan od. 
— 


f © more excellent name than they. For unto which of the angels 8 "bf 
« ſaid he at any time, 'Thou art my Son, this day have l begotten He 1 
: « thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he mall my 215 


7 * « me a Son.” | | < 


i 


E ; 


„ himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son, to * life in 
*« himſelf a. 4 Of that day and that hour knoweth no 
& man, no not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son but the Father ©.” . And, © my Father is 
greater than 1*,” While at ſame time he declared, 
« My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” As to 
which the Jews obſerved, “that he had ſaid that God 
&« was his Father, in ſuch a ſenſe as to make himſelf equal 
« with God's.” And alſo he declared, „ and my 
« Father are one:“ Which the Jews interpreted to be 
claiming divine honour, for they anſwered him, For 
« a good work we ſtone thee not, but for blaſphemy, 5 08. 
i and becauſe that thou, being a man, makeſt thyſelf 1 
God h. And at laſt they crucified him for er 1 
on that very account. 5 
This then is the Perſon that came to fave us, the 
eternal Wozp, who is the living God in union with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit; for it is written, . There 
« are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
« Word, and the Hgly Spirit, and theſe Three are ox i.” 
This is he who took a human body and ſoul prepared for 
bim, and became one with the children which God gave 
him in fleck and blood, that he might redeem their ſouls 
from deſtruction. Being thus at once the great God and 
our Saviour. He that made the worlds, and hath by bim- 
ee e 
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0 Jokes v. 19, 26. © Mark xiii. 32. f John xiv. 28. 
John v. 17, 18. n John x. zo,& | ixJohnv. + i 
3 Titus ii. 12. * Heb. i. 2, 3. 


A little aention to what is ſaid above, will ES that I a. 1 
claim the iden of Jeſus clit being the Son of God by cxermal, | 
4 YT: : generations. | 


| 5 /-- > 


* 


The prophets who ſer forth the coming of the Meſſiah, 
alſo declared the end of his coming into the world. 
Iſaiah ſays, He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
& he was bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are 


„ laid upon him the iniquity. of us all I.“ There is 
cContained in theſe pa wa a very full and clear account 


for ſinners, well agreeing with the declaration of Chriſt 
himſelf, «© The Son of man came not to be miniſtered 
© unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for 
« many w.“ 

The grand end for which the Son of God was mani. * 
| felted, was to redeem the guilty from the puniſhment, 


which was due to their tranſgreſſions, and thus diſplaying 


the righteous character of God, in the ſalvation of the 
worthleſs and wretched. Thus he died under the Divine 


„ hangeth on a tree. In this view alone we can com- 


116 li. 5,6. i Flath. xx. . oth u 1. 


not conſiſtently hold, both that Jeſus is the ſupreme and ſelf . exiſtent 


begotten by the Father in abſtract Deity; which, if there is mean- 
ing in the ſentiment, muſt tend to eſtabliſh that the Father exiſted 
before the Son, and conſequently that the Son is not the true God. 


* 4 1 x 7 15 * T 8 5 4 : 


* r nw x 


« healed: All we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we have 
« turned every one toyhis own way, and the Lord hath * 


of the work of the Meſſiah, as a ſubſtitutional atonement 


power, and effects of fin, by himſelf bearing that wrath 


malediction due to ſinners, as it is written, « Chrift hath 
« redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a 
« curſe for us, for it is written, Curſed is every one that 


generation. This is not to be found in the ſcriptures: And I'can- 


Gad, in union with the Father and the Holy Spirit, and that he was 


ht 2 
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. prehend his agony of fag, and bloody ſweat in the gar- 
den of Gethſemane, when he cried, «© Oh, my Father, 
4 if it be poſſible let this cup paſs from me b. And his 
wonderful cry on the croſs, « My God, my God, why 

«© haft thou forſaken me ©.” His death is always ſet forth 
under the idea of a ſacrifice for fin: * In all things it be- 

& hoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 
e might be a merciful and faithful High Pricſt, in things 
i pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the fins 
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of the people d. Accordingly, < once in the end of 
zee the world hath he appeared to put away fin by the 
+ *6 ſacrifice of himſelf ©.” And « offered himſelf without 
+4 ſpot unto God'f;” as the antitype of all the ſacrifices 
appointed under the law. And as in the death of Chrift, 
we behold him bearing the cui ſe, ſo we alſo ſee him ful- 
filling the condition of life required by the law; for when 
at the Father's command he became obedient to death in 
ae room of tranſgreſſors, he 10 at once the gd 
love to God and to men. 
This work of redemption Chriſt completely finiſhed on 
the croſs; he ſaid while he hung there, „It is finiſhed, 
and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt 8.” But 
he was not left among the dead; he roſe the third day 
according to the ſcriptures, and of infinite importance 
will the teſtimony concerning his reſurrection appear, i 
viewed i in the light of the word of God. 
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! . His reſurrection clearly manifeſted the dignity of his 

[ 1 k perſon: There was a controverſy during all his life con 
— 14 

Il | Pave | 25 ceru ing 

1 1 b Mat. xxvii. 39. Luke xxii. 39, &c. * © Mat. xxvii. 46. 


r fohn xix. 30, 35 0 


ETSY EE IL 45 
eerning who he was: Multitudes counted him a wicked 
impoſtor, and many who were ready to acknowledge his 
claim to a divine miſſion, were yet as unwilling as the 


former to eſteem him, the Word made fg 905. Twice indeed 


did the Father, in the moſt ſolemn manner, vindicate his 
pretenſions, by an audible voice from heaven; but ſtill it 
| 1 was upon his predicted reſurrection from the dead, that 
the truth of them chiefly turned; and thus he is ſaid to 


& be declared (or determined) the Son of God with power, 
« according to the Spirit of holineſs, by the reſurrection 


e from the dead h.“ 


The ſufficiency of the ſacrifice he offered up is alſo 
hereby manifeſted: He came, we have ſeen, to bear the 
wrath and curſe of God due to us for ſin; this work he 
on the croſs declared to be finiſhed: Now his reſurrection 


proves this to be true, and demonſtrates that the curſe 


is borne, the ranſom paid, and the cup of wrath due to 
Lfiuners completely drunk up by the Subſtitute, Thus 
Chriſt ſays that the Spirit would convince the world of 


. a perfe@ righteouſneſs being wrought, © becauſe I go to "my. | 


„Father, and ye ſee me no more i.“ 

The Divine delight in this work is alſo 3 fully 
manifeſted : This is indeed of the utmoſt importance. 
The ſearch of a ſoul convinced of fin is ever after what 
| will appeaſe the Deity): And no facrifice could give 
peace to the guilty mind, but what had the moſt unequi- 

vocal teſtimony of the Divine acceptance: Now the atone- 
ment of Chriſt has this teſtimony, that it pleaſes God. 
Not only during his abode upon earth, did the Father 
Le 5 declare 


b Rom. i. 4. Ai. I Micah vi. 6, Kc. 
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I juſtißer of him that believeth in Jeſus b. In the work 


46 %% 


declare his good pleaſure in him k; but this was in the 
moſt powerful manner manifeſted, when God raiſed him 
from the dead, and gave him glory at his on right hand: 


Then he received the moſt expreſs teſtimony of the Divine 
approbation of his woxk: And indeed his reſurrection cor- 


reſponded with, and illuſtrated the teſlimony from the 


excellent glory, for Chriſt, upon that occaſion, ſaid to 


his diſciples, 5 Tell the viſion to no man, until the Son 


cc of man be riſen again from the dead l. 

In the work of Chriſt the Divine character ſhines forth 
reſplendently; it is there alone that the name of God is 
fully unfolded, as it was declared to Moſes, „The Lord 
God, mereiful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and abun- 
* dant in | goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
„ ſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſgreffion, and fin, 


ee and that will by no means clear the guilty m.“ Here 


we ſee the riches of Divine mercy and goodneſs, and at 


ſame time ſtrict juſtice and infinite holineſs: When im ' 


was charged to the account of Chriſt, the cup of ſuffer- 


ings could not -paſs from him except he drank of it: 


It became him for whom are all things, and by whom 


4 are all things, in bringing many ſons unto glory, to 


«© make the Captain of their ſalvation: perfect through 
“ ſufferings . And therefore “he ſet him forth a pro- 


4 pitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 


4 righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, 
« through the forbearance of God; to declare at this 
66 time his righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, and the 


of 


* Mat. iii, 17. and xvii. . I Mat..xvii.g. Exod. Xxxiv. 6, 7. 
„ ͤ 40 b Rom. iii. 25, 26. 


r een 47 
of Jeſus Chriſt, we behold the true God; we ſee infinite 
love and grace manifeſted in conjunction with the ſtricteſt 
juſtice and moſt unſpotted purity: We acknowledge Di- 


vine wiſdom, in the contrivance of the wonderful = 
£1 and Divine power 1n the execution of it. | 
b 


This truth concerning Jeſus Chriſt, is called the gel. 


85 I or good news, by him who is the beſt judge of what ought 
* to gladden the heart of man; and Jeſus himſelf, after he 


aroſe from the dead, commanded it to be preached to 
every creature, adding, . He that believetli and is bap- 
& tized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall be 
« damned ©,” The way in which ſinners are intereſted 


in Chriſt, and ſaved by him, is furely of great importance 


to be well attended to; for not only the preſent comfort, 
but the ſalvation of ſinners depends upon it. If men were 
left totally in the dark about the manner in which they 
were to be intereſted in Chriſt, what would it avail to 
have him preached unto them? Or if the leaſt ſhadow of 


reſpect be in this matter paid to human worth, or any 
1 good thing be required of the creature, what after all 
would remain but deſpair, for thoſe who are conſcious of 
nothing about themſelves but what fits them for deſtrue- 


tion? But happy is it for ſinners, that the way of falva- 


tion by Chriſt is clearly revealed, and that it correſponds 

entirely with that grace which gave him to die for the 5 
ungodly. He that believeth ſhall be ſaved. This is 
the faithful teſtimony of Jehovah. This declaration of 
ſalvation to the believer, is oppoſed to all anxious en - 


quiries about how we are to be intereſted in the Divine 


favour; „ The An . is of faith ſpeaketh 
66 on 


e Mark xvi. 1 16. 
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4 on this wile, Say not in this heart, Who ſhall aſcend 
into heaven? that is, to bring Chriſt down; or, Who 


« ſhall deſcend into the deep? that is, to bring up Chriſt 


again from the dead: But what faith it? The word i is 
s nighᷣ thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that is, 
the word of faith which we preach, that if thou ſhalt 
* confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe in 


- « thine heart that God dach yaiſed him from the dead, 


ci thou ſhalt be ſaved d. 


The apoſtles in preaching the ae never gave * 


TH end and intricate deſcriptions of faith; they declared 


to the world the teſtimony of God; they were ſolicitons 


_ to enforce it by all the evidence which God had given of 
its truth; and they declared in language equally intelligi- 


ble to the moſt refined philoſopher, and the moſt ignorant 


ſavage, He that believeth ſhall. he, ſaved, but he that 
4 believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 


The word faith, is uſed in the og ti Dal: 
| ſenſe, f in which men generally uſe it on common ſubjects; 


nor is there any other difference between divine and hu- 
man faith, or .believing God, and believing man, than 


what neceſſarily ariſes from the high importance of the 
- goſpel teſtimony, above every human report; and the 


- aſſured--credit due to God as the ſpeaker, in diſtinction 


 - - from the moſt faithful and well-informed human witneſs. | 


Thus John ſays, „If we receiye the witneſs (or rather 


«ig greater*;*” i. e. worthy of more aſſured credit. The 
faith of the goſpel then, is juſt helieving it to be true upon 


the Divine authority: He that receiveth his teflimony hath 


I 


EET T rH as 


ſet to his ſeal that God is true. While he that believeth 


.not God, hath made him a har; becauſe he * not * 


record that God gave of his Son 8. 
The way in which the ungodly are juſtified: by faith, 


well correſponds with the ſovereign grace manifeſted in 
the atonement. Paul, writing to the Epheſians, ſays, 


« By grace are ye ſaved; through faith, and that not of 


; 466 yourſelves, it is the gift of God; not of works, leſt 


1 any man ſhould boaſt h. And in his epiſtle to the 


Romans he thus ſpeaks, Therefore it is of faith, that 


it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be 
4 ſure to all the ſeed i *. From this it is evident, that 


if the falvation of ſinners by faith, did not entirely eor- 
reſpond with grace, they could not obtain the promiſe: 
And this ſame apoſtle oppoſes faith to all works, as 
pointedly as he does grace; his words are, Now to 
.* him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 

- 586 Wab-of debt; but to him that orleth not, but believith 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted 
for righteouſneſs,” Tf this paſſage was duly attended 
to, it would teach us what to think of thoſe who expect 
; to be Juſtified by 1 e a8 Y Suh ( as they | 


are 


7 John i 3, | MII 8 *. 
| i Rom iv. on 88 * Kom. iv. 4, 5: : 


21 enn bs nh. 3 for 


| 63 that it is impoſſible, that-it might. 

' be ly grace, that every idea of human merit may be effectually 

| diſcarded, and Divine mercy ſhine illuſtriouſly, in the whole de- 
_ | liverance of fallen man; indeed no other plan could ſuit the fitua- 
ion of the guilty; for it is added, as a wiſe and merciful reaſon, 


that the 1 might be ſure te all he were, 
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are: teri) For ſurely ad and works of Faith are & -| 
the ſame meaning; and if finners are juſtified by works | 


of Faith, then farewell to the apoſtolical diſtinction, unto 
him that <vorketh not but believeth, We cannot confine 
works merely to good actions: He who is juſtified rather 
than another, on account of good things about him that 
the other wants, whether theſe are works, diſpoſitions, 
: endeavours, or whatever they may be termed, is to all 
intents and purpoſes juſtified by works, © wn he i i, or 
| does, and not by what he believer. _ | 
We have ſeen that when Jeſus Chriſt gave tn 
to his apoſtles to preach the goſpel, he commanded it to 
be proclaimed to every creature: The goſpel declares 
 falvation' to every one that believeth without difference; 
it pays equal reſpect to the moſt renowned. philoſopher, and 
the moſl ignotant peaſants to the ftrifeft religious profeſſor, 
and the moſt licentious rake, or abandoned harlot . This 


doctrine, however galling it may be to human pride, is 


not only declared by the goſpel, in the moſt yp: e 
J bat 


2 | * I have here p | 
to be underſtood: 1 have no meaſures to keep with the religious 


. and therefore Jam not afraid of their frown: And l am 
convinced that hoe ver cenſures the doctrine here maintained, | 


muſt include. in the ſame condemnation, him who ſaid to the 

Qiriteſt ſet of his day, The publicans and the harlots go into the 
- kingdom of God before you. Many of thoſe who do ſo, who are 

teachers of a corrupted Chriſtianity, and have the ear of the people, 


are the moſt dangerous enemies of that truth, which they profeſs 
to believe! And not a few even of the people of God themſelves, 


are partly deceived by them, and led aſtray; for I do not deny 
_ that ſuch are in Fer e but 72 are Van —_ 
and captivity. | | 


; y choſen this wats of on in 4 . 


LETTER I. 51 


_ - but it is 0 by a number of A tending clearly 
| | to illuſtrate and confirm it. | 
When Jeſus Chriſt appeared in 1 as he had 


been deſcribed by his forerunner John Baptiſt, exalting 5 
the valleys, making low the mountains and hills, and revealing 
the glory of the Lord in the ſame point of view to all: His 


character was peculiarly obnoxious to the ſtrict and de- 
vout of his day, who could not bear that all their claims 
ſhould be laid low, and themſelves brought upon a level 
with publicans and harlots. His doctrine was cenſured | 
as leading to licentiouſneſs, and his free and familiar con- 
duct towards the chief of ſinners zealouſſy condemned. 
They ſaid of him, Behold a gluttonous man and a 
« wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and ſinners 1,” And 
upon a particular occaſion, when he ſhewed mercy to a 
great tranſgreſſor, a. Phariſee ſaid, “ This man, if he 
« were a prophet, would have known who, and what 


« manner of woman this. is Wt toucheth him, for ſhe 


« ig a ſinner g . | : 
There are many now, who in 0 to the reli 
gion of their country pay reſpe& to the name of Chriſt, 
who yet we may ſay, without breach of charity, had they 
| been in the fame circumſtances, would have acted the 
ſame part; for they equally exclaim againſt the doctrine 
of ſovereign grace, and aſcribe the ſame conſequences to 
the free declaration of it, as did their brethren in the 
days of Jeſus. But why ſhould the diſciples of Chi 
be aſtoniſhed at this? Is it not enough for them if 1 
be as their Meter: If they have called the Maker 


1 750 7 1 1 Luke ii 0 : ® Luke vii. 39. 
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the houſe. Deckcebidlh: how much more ſhall Our call 
« them of his houſehold *?” 

It will not be eaſy for the friends of ws merit to 
make their plan conſiſtent with the New Teſtament: We 
cannot read the hiſtory of Jeſus without perceiving, that 

in the diſtribution of his favours he acted as a ſovereign, : 
and in a way very ſtumbling and mortifying to the ſons 

of pride. While he thus addreſſed the men of the firſt 
religious reputation, „Ve ſerpents, ye generation of vi- 
«pers, how can ye eſeape the damnation of hell b? He, 
in a numberleſs variety of inſtances beſtowed ſalvation 
upon the confeſſedly guilty and worthleſs; and he who 
never ſaw this in reading the Evangeliſts, never yet read 
them to any good purpoſe. But in order to give a view 
of this ſubject, we ſhall only attend to the way in which 

Jeſus commenced: and finiſned his miſſion, which will 

abundantly demonſtrate the truth of that ancient declara- 

tion, I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 

« will ſhew mercy on whom I will ſhew mercy e. 5 
e have an account of Chriſt's entering . pu- 

 blic midifiry-in the th chapter of Luke, and particularly 

from the 16th to the goth verſe, we read of his preaching 
in the ſynagogue of Nazareth, where he had been brought 

7 up- applying to himſelf the 61ſt chapter of Iſaiah, verſe 

15 Ke, „The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, be- 


— ay ens nn Gs — — a 


— ˙ ñmę 42 — —-2—I—U UU 2 CC NING 
+ x 


«cauſe the Lord hath anvinted me to preach good 


e tidings unto the meek, &.“ The effect was, That 

a all bare him witneſs, and wondered at the gracious 
words which proceeded out of his month: And they 
. 1. not this e ſon?” But e knew that 
: e . after 
as Macth. DES; 5 b Mord] wth 33. e Exod, xxxiii, 19. 


— 


LETTER: II. „ 


” after at, they entertained falſe. ideas of his grace, and 
that they expected a peculiar intereſt in his favour, on 


account of his carnal relation to them: Therefore he thus 
proceeded to expoſe and refute their error, « Ye will 


4 ſurely ſay unto me this proverb, Phyſician heal thyſelf: 
* Whatſoever we have heard done in Capernaum, do alſo 
here in thy country. And he faid, Verily I ſay unto 


; « you, No prophet is accepted in his own country; but 


I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Iſrael in 
« the days of Elias, when the heaven was ſhut up three 
“ years and fix months, when great famine was through- 
< out all the land; but unto none of them was Elias ſent, 
<« ſave-unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto à woman that 
„ was a widow: And many lepers were in Iſrael in the 


time of Eliſcus the prophet ; and none of them was | 
« cleanſed, fave Naaman the Syrian. This well agreed | 
with the cry of his forerunner, and was mortifying indeed | 
to the pride of the heart of man. We fee from What 


followed that they could not bear it, for, * All they in the 
« ſynagogue, when they heard theſe things, were filled 


with wrath, and roſe up, and thruſt him out of the city, 


«and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon' their 


*-city was built, far they gs e | 


"ft ene . 


The other ident 1 lente Wes 18 2 | 
dien which happened onthe crofs, recorded Lake \ 
-414. And one of the malefactors, which 


" XX. 30—44 
were er railed on him, ſaying, If thou be Chriſt, 


_ « fave thyſelf and u: But the other anſwering, rebuked 
bim, ſaying, Doſt not thou fear God, ſecing thou art in 


« the ſame condemnation? ? And we e indeed juſtly; for we 
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* LETTER III 


« receive the due reward of our deeds: But this man U 
done nothing amiſs. And he ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, 
e remember me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 

© And Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verihy I fay unte thee, To- 
« day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe.” In this 


\ 


| hiſtory we ſee the true nature of grace in its freedom and 


Z ſovereignty, as ſtated by Paul, Rom. xi. 5. 6. No works, 
either negatively or poſitively good, had this man to re- 
commend; him: His tranſgreſſions were great, and they 

were long continued in, and highly aggravated, for he 

had juſt been j joining with the multitude in railing againſt 2 

Jeſus 4; "which, in his circumſtances, as he himſelf no- 

ticed; when rebuking his fellow, ſhewed peculiar hardneſs 

of heart: But here God's grace appears as having mercy 
upon whom he will; of two finners equally ripe for de- 
ſttruction, he faves one, and oro the Won dat ought 

- we know) to periſh in his fins. Da Finer 

There is here alſo ſet before us the true Sun dlkion 

of hope to the guilty, and we perceive, in an approven 

example in real life, ham the mind of a finner is exerciſed 
uhen he believes the goſpel. * This man's hope could not 
be founded either on ahy good deeds done by him, or on 
aby good reſolves for the time to come: He had nothing 
"about himſelf to think of, but an ill-ſpent life, iſſuing in 

a miſerable and ſhameful death, at the die reward of his 

_ deeds. He ſpoke of no difference between him and his 

fellow. tranſgreſſor; nothing ſtruck his mind but the infi- 
nite contraſt between him the vileſt of ſinners, and that 
perfect Pattern of righteouſneſs in whoſe company he 

ſufferec : Neither Who; 12 order to his obtaining mercy, 

ö n e anxious 

e | #Matth xvii. 4. Mark xv. 33. 


* E TE R. „ 


anxious to W his guilt leſſened, 1 N change 
vrouglit upon his heart, to diſtinguiſh him from his 
wicked companion, and render him more deſerving of the 
favour of Jeſus, His perſuaſion was, that Jeſus. was able 
_ to ſave him guilty as he was; and upon this perſuaſion 
his prayer proceeds. His confidence was placed entirely 
in what was-avithout bim, even in the truth contained in 
theſe words, Thit man hath done nothing amiſi. Implying 
his belief that Jeſus was indeed the Son of God, the 
King of Iſrael: That he was ſufferiug the Juſt One, in 
the room of the unjuſt, and was in this very way going 
to take. Poſſeſſion of his kingdom: In this faith, he pre- 
ſented to him his dying requeſt about the moſt momen· 
tous of all concerns, ſaying, Lord, remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy kingdoms. Thus acknowledging him as 
the Lord of heaven and earth, as the hearer of prayer, 
and almighty to ſave: And well may we obſerve the gra- 
cCious anſwer of Jeſus to this prayer of faith, V. eriſy I Va 
| wnto thee; To- day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe. | 
At ſame time, while he was thus led to believe in \the 
name of Jeſus, we muſt, ſay, that an immenſe. change 
| took place upon, his mind, a change that required no leſs 
power than that of the Almighty to produce: For we | 
= the, power exerted in turning a ſinner from darkneſs 
to light is likened to the manifeſtation of it in the refur- 
rection of Chriſt from the dead, Eph. i. 19, 20. and to 
| the diſplay of Diring. er i. the works. * "ons 
oer, ©9565, ii th 3 
It may now e hs aſked, How: i is a at RE 
that he himſelf is e a the N n * T 
would er F os 
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„„ I E E R II. Fa 
ee dickoot 
eee ee indeed it removes every bar that a. 
| | could ſtand in the way of the hope of any creature <vho 
| Gears it. No obſtacle ariſes from the conviction of ſin, 

3 for Jeſus has made complete atonenient 5 none from the 
R righteous character of God, for he is juft, and the juſfi- 
| 

4 

| 


ter of the believer in Feſus ; no objection can ariſe from a 


doubt about the goſpel reaching any man's particular 
' caſe, for it is preached ta every creature: and no bar an 6 
| occur, either from being left in the dark, about the wy yr, 
nin ubich men are intereſted in it, or from ſomething ur- 
AH een, 
3 —— de dhes erat rac the 
2 eme unto us; and Shen we con- 
ll fer, That this is ꝛhe declaration: of the faithful and true 
witneſs it ſurely gives ample ground for the moſt uni 
mited confidence in God for our on ſalvation-. The 
l righteouſneſs which is of faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, 
= Ae not in thine heart, Who ſhall aſcend into heaven? 
2 | < that i is, to bring Chriſt down; or, Who ſhall deſcend 
. into the deep? that js, to bring up Chriſt again from 
the dead.. nn Ae the anxious enquiries, | 
| | about what men are to de, and how they are to be excr- | 
ciſed in order to obtain an zptereſt in Chriſt,” It alſo 
erxpreſely declares; * That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
« mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart 
| 


e that God hath raiſed bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be 
*faved.?? And in proof of this it is added, . For the 
80 8 8 80 wo OS belicreth in him ſhall not 
1 5 e 


. N , r 


e be aſhamed i for chere is no difference between the Jer 
d and the Greek, for the ARE eee 
all that call upon him. 


The word of eren W of: brick > 


purges the conſcience fo. That is, when the teſtimony 
concerning it ſtands there as true. Purging the con- 
ſecience is juſt, in other words, taking away the fear of 
puniſhment, and giving the ſenſe of remiſſion: Thus 
Paul, ſpeaking of the inefficacy of the legal ſacrifices, 
ſaye, For then would they not have ceaſed to be offered; 
e becauſe that the worſhippers once We Sion. 
wee more conſcience of ſins . 44 7 1 he 
If a believer was to remain: totally ke elvis 
not be was erediting the goſpel-teſtimony, his conſeience 
ſurely could not be purged, for it is the truth of God, 


hat Be abus, balievrih not ſhall be damned; and if he canbot 


be at all conſeious that he believes, till lie has been for 
ſome time engaged in Chriſt's ſervice, his conſcience in 


the-utigodly,. but ar the principle f good diſpſitionse And 


thus: the: goſpel would be effectually converted into a 


< end of the commandment is charity, out of à pure 


4 heart, and a: good conſcience, and faith unfeigned b. 

And *« the blood of Chrriſt purges the couſcience from 5 
erbe, güte be c e for Tos 
«TE En _ che conſcious fenſe of, remiſſion; im 
. believing: 


abt lin i = t Hch ir. F 5 Heb. x. 4. 
| h L Tim i. 5 
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„ : Bo E ** E R 1. 
e golpel, the reaſoning of the apoſtle in ths 


above cited paſſage, would not be concluſive; for thus it 


| eternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to Zod. v 


AInutions, or ceremonial un 


runs in its connection, & For if the blood of bulls ang 
An rap and the 'athes of an heifer ſprinkling the 
unelean, ſanctiffeth to the purifying of the fleſn; ho, 
oO 3 more ſhall the blood of Ohriſt, who through the 
rge 
s your eonfcience from dead works te ſerve the living 
. God The apoſtle declares, that the blood of Chriſt 
Enown in che oonſeienoe, is much more effectual to gire 
peace, -and the ſenſe of remiſſion, than was the blood of 
bulls and goats to purify: old Ifrsel from their oarnal pol 
cleanneſs ; but furely this would 
not appear, if a believer did not know his intereſt in the 


dtonement. How-can peace of conſcience be enjoyed 


by any man Who is convinced of fin, and has no know- 
ebe een - Age Ry yi | 
that can ox ought to eaſe his mind, while he 0. 
kimſelf at the greateſt uncertainty MR rd Ree 
wan miſery ſhall be his portion? Pn 
In every caſe whatever, . eee 
eee ejecting a report: The fame 
Evidence that convinces of a trath, muſt at ſame time 
| convince us that we eſteem it true; and thus our ſenſe of 


helieving any truth, muſt juſt be in Proportion to its . 


evidence, and the degree of oredit we give it. And mall 
we lay that the teſtimony of Gbd who:eannot be, upon. 
the moſt important ſubject that ever reached the ears of 
ns mall be the only exception to this rule? Far be it! 
Nothing but _ nn of the heart of man ſtands in 

0 | yy . 


1 Rebe la. 1314. 


n. 


1 r rTER . 
the ee nnen in the goſpel 
teſtimony. | Nr . _ 
"| | Ta erg of hat hs been aeady 6. 1 would 
ſalvation by the truth, and were eee 
confeſs their faith in it; which they certainly could not 
the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper, which the fiyſt 
thoſe who in ſome meaſure haue the knowledge: of Chriſt 
having died for them; for thus the Maſter of the feaſt 
addreſſes his friends in that ordinance; & This is my body 
_ $-which is given for your” hen ng 607 
in my blood, which is ned on qu. 1 4 thy | 
I Qmean not, however, to ſay, that all Chiiſtians enjoy | 
the full aſſurance of hope: The word of God ſuppoſes 
_ - different degrees of faith and hope, while at the ſame | 
time, it earneſtly exhorts to preſs after the higheſt aſſu- 
rance of both; and remaining unbelief, aud untenderneſs 
of walk, in ſo far as they preyail in the peqple of: Gad, 
—_ damp their hope, and produce, A OY. 
en PW AUR d. i enge e 


$6 25 + Fob 243K Riey : 5 
. A. vii. 36 . 1 . - 3 n Luke, xxii. 119 20 . 
1 » Though any LEE e attontively ee — is written 
bees, will: caſily ſee my vielu of what a ſinner is called to believeʒ 
yet Lam willing to he underſtvod by the moſt ſuperficial reader. 
* do st maintain that a ſinner is called ko believe that Chriſt is 
his, by putting forth a certain ſtrange act of the mind, called the | 
appropridting-aft; in the courſe of doing which, ih becomes true; 
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En therefore have it carefully noticed, that's Jo | 
man can enjoy the comfort of the goſpel, except in the 


way of daily repentance, and continued application to the 


blood of Jeſus for pardon: It 1s only when we come with 
boldneſs to the throne of grace, through Jeſus, to obtain 
5 nn; eee c e * ee from 


ing: * 14 13 Ad 72 TS, 7Þ 2 ner 


Bo ande * 1 deceits of the, eart of man. In anſwer to tl 
queſtion. put. to him by Jadas, 5 Lord, how 18. Tt 


il my words; and my Father will love him, and we will 


e eke be wh . r6. and chap, 1125. erf 


ſpel, to be the per 


preached. Aut I maintain, that a ſinner is called to believe the 
| following things: viz. That Chriſt is the Son of God; that in his 
death he has made: a.complete etonement- for. ſin : manifeſted to be ac- 
 cepted of God by tis refurrefion: And that whoſoever believeth this 
„ball be ſaved. I hold, that no man can be perſuaded, that Chriſt 


the goſpel: This a man muſt be in a great meafure conſcious of 
when he believes; and he is more and more aſcertained 2 


ee eee the zor ef the Har when. 
_omalking in diſohedience: Jeſus Chriſt, in that: memorabhle 
iſcour 1 rd n ben ane be auß 
it joy coerced al vp pat GRE -upon- them. 
ted terms, well knowing the —_— 


thou wilt manife&; thyſelf - unto us, and not unto the 
world?“ he ſays, If a man love me, he will keep 


Leone unto dio, and male our abade with him. The 
EFT Ss 7 s . LY $37 #7 #30 TEE 7 + ebene 5 


| which was e before: : | Neither do l conſider the faith o the =” 2M 
aſion , that: Cbriſt lobe me, 4 gave himſetf” | 
for me; for this is not true 'of thouſands: to whom the goſpel is 


died for him in particular, but by being aſfured, that he believes. 


| x; bs; ors ele 's; 


» * e b 7 


. 


1 


„ 6 4a 4 


7 


1 Comforter, which is the Holy Spe deen de Father 
4 will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, 
« and bring all things to your temembrance, whatſoever 
61 —— unto Ps e een in that ſame 


= in my Had even as 1 have Had: Father's. N 


9 ee e and abide in his love. «Theſe things 
have I ſpoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 


. you, and that your joy might be full b.“ Thus alſo 
Peter, writing to thoſe. 4 cube bad obtained ble preris . 


6% faith oith the apoftler in the rightorufurſe of their God at 
„ Saviour: Feſar Chriſt e, declares," that by giving all 


4 diligence to add to their faith, virtue, knowledge, 


and charity; fo as that theſe things might be in them 
and abound, they * ſhould be neither harren nor un. 
. fruitful in che knowledge. of their Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


1 (adds he,) He that lacketh theſe things is bnd, 


t and cannot fee afar off, and bath n Weile was 


DO IRON ©: . . 


Thus it i is evident, that he ils 3 74 all his | 


7 heart, follow after holineſs, cannot. retain that joy which _ 
he fimple truth beftows upon the guilty: He becomes. = 
dark in his mind again, about the ground of hope, and 
forfeits the ſenſe of remiſſion in his conſcience: He of 

neoeſſity loſes the experimental evidence of the goſpel be- 
ing true, by oeaſing to feel its power upon his own mind: ES 


And his faith i in it muſt of conſequence he weakened, his 
conſcience defiled, / and himſelf in a fair way of total 


, whatever high, ROO: monde þ *. r have 
8 3 1 * about 


bj: 8 e, xiv, 22, * 1426. b bbs xv. 10, 11. © 2 Pet. i. 1-12. 
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abont grace, ia the e of the righteous of 
: wy Chriſt. K 3 27 5 4 


It is neceſſary here alſo to e OR Wa 15 New 
[Wk always ſtates the good works of Chriſtians as 
the moſt infallible and certain evidence to their own con · 
ſeiences, that their faith is indeed unfeigned, and their 
joys not thoſe of the hypocrite. Paul, writing to the 
Hebrews, ſtates the ſelf. denied works of love as * the 

ceſbetter things that accompany ſalvation d, in diſtinction 


from the enlightening and comforting influences of the 
Spirit, which men have when they firſt believe, and 
| which in N ſome reſpecis are common to thoſe who continue 

to the end, and thoſe who fall away. 5 While the ſcrip- 

. ures ſet forth in general, (that hereby we do know that 

we know: him if we keep his commandments*.” And 


that by giving all diligence, to add to our faith bf the 


_ "goſpel every Chriſtian duty, we make our calling and 
4 election ſure f. 80 in a peculiar, manner, the love of 

the brethren, i is ſlated as an evidence that we have obeyed 
the truth through the, Spirit: And ſo John in an epiſtle, 
the chief tendency of which was, to g ſure them that le- 


hiewed on the Son of Gall, that they bad cteroal life 5, ihus 


; deſcribes the way they were to know this, We know 
« that we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we love 
e the brethren; he that loveth not his brother abideth i in 


40 death. Whoſoever hateth his brother is a murderer; 
56 and ye know that no murdeter hath, eternal life abiding 
ein him... Hereby perceiye we the loye of God, becauſe 


| | a be laid down 2 life * LI any. we . to 3 down 


Seb %%%; «» Johalls. bY © a Pet. i 110, 
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& we confidence towards God 1 


4 our lives for the Serbian," But whoſo hath this world's 
& good, and ſeeth his brother have need, and fliutteth up 


4 his bowels of compaſſion from him, how! dwelleth the 
6 love of God i in him?- My little children, let us not love 


ee in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and i in truth; 
« and hereby we know that we are of the truth, and ſhall 


& aſſure our hearts before him: For if our. heart condemn 


6 us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 


64 things; beloved, if our heart condemn us er then have 5 


IEP | 
* 14 : +» * 1 


Though the word of God does not ſpeak o Chriſtians 


. when they firſt believe, as in a ſtate of painful anxiery 0 


about their ſalvation, which would be inconſiſtent with a 
Joyful hope; yet it muſt be ſaid, that their hope and joy 


are increaſed, when they are heartily engaged 1 in the work 


and labour 'of love. While they thus walk in the fear of 


the Lord, they alſo walk in the comfort of the Holy 


Spirit, who never fails to bear witteſs to the works of 


charity. And it will be firmly maintained by all the true 
fearers' of God, that whatever a man may profeſs to have 


known about the joy of the truth, and whatever ſtrong 
aſſurance he may boaſt of, if he can live in the neglect 
of Chriſt's commandments, if (not to ſpeak of groſs 


: -efimes) he can indulge a luke warm ſpirit towards the bre. 7 
em to his greateft enemy, or be 
counting that Bis Tife conſiſts i in the abundance of the things 


is Þ 
3, 


thren, an unforgiving. 


that he FG er, he has no reaſon to conclude that he ig a 


believer of the goſpel of Chriſt; for 4 he that ſaith, I 
Know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 


66 Har, de the 8 is not in him * 
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Mee perſon, if he ane the ſeriptures of "OY 


| will 6nd; that inſtead. of having any ground to conclude 


that he is juſtified, the fulleſt aſſurance is there given him, 


; of Chriſt with fear, wk phy dhpber mona acts 
clit Lan," 1 50 . | 


that unleſs he repents, he will periſh for ever. Men may 
glatter themſeltes in their own eyes; but the verdict of 

. the God of heaven is this, He that loveth not his 
4 brother abideth in death *. 4 If ye forgive not 

| © men their treſpaſſes, neither will your- Father forgive 


your treſpaſſes l. And, If ye live after the fleſh, 


ye ſhall die n. Theſe are true ſayings of God; and, 
being evidently addreſſed to believers of the truth, they 


hypocrites and felf-deceivers, but alſo move the diſciples 


hs 


W rb | 


= fhall now ED A0 res the mire of 


| | tan ation which te gol conſe, me den 


- 
* d 
— 
- 
5 - 


OY 3 BY aho goſpel found men abi on 


account of their fins ta the wrath of God, but upon men 


in this ſituation it confers free remiſſion, declaring, «Be 


it known unto: yon, therefore, men and brethiren;” that 


© through this man-is preached unto you the forgiveneſs 
of ſins; and by him all that believe are juſtified from 
all things from which ye could not be juſtified hy the 


% law- of Moſes . Connected with juſtification al- 
vation from wrath; for. it is written, „Much more then 
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5 om 


ee ini. 14. | Matth, vi. 15. mM Rom, vil 33. 
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ec whoſoever. believeth in him n not e but have 


| | barly diſpleaſing to God, and that alſo which is the ſource _ 
of all unhappineſs and miſery to men, it was the gracious _ 


„Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed.us with-all-ſpiritual 
6 bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt, according ag hie 


4 world, that we ſhould, be holy and without blame before 
4 him in love e.“ And in his epiſtle to the Romans he 


2 nate, to be conformed. to the image of his Son, that he | 
-*might-be the firſt-born among many brethren f. 


* 


4 come, faith the Lord, that J will make a new covenant” 
„with the houſe of Iſrael, and with the houſe of Judah; 
. not en ien covenant that TI made with their 
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« from wrath through him b. And alſo eternal life, 
That being juſtified by his grace, we ſhould be made 
« heirs according to the hope of eternal life ©.” Which 
agrees with the words of Chriſt himſelf, © God fo loved 
« the world, that he gave his only begotten: Son, that 


c everlaſting life d.“ | 
We alſo obſerved, that the 1 3 men enemies 
to God in their minds, by wicked works. e 


As ſin is that which is highly diſhonouring, and pecu- 


deſign and purpoſe. of God to. deliver his people from 
their iniquities: Thus Paul writing to the Epheſians, .of 
the ſovereign election of God, ſpeaks of the grand end of 
it, in this way, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our / 


+ * 


« hath choſen us in him, before the foundation of the 
ſays, „For hin, he did-foreknow, he alſo did predeſti- 


In the ſame terms with this eternal counſel of God, are 
the promiſes of the Neq Covenant, © Behold: the days | 


. F n - 
. 9. * Tit hi. 7. e John fl. 16. 


Eph. i. 3, 4. eee 5 


mara 
8 1 in che day that I took them * the hand to 


lead them out of the land of Egypt, which my covenant 


6 they brake, although I was a huſband unto them, faith 
the Lord: But this ſhall be the covenant that I will 
bc“ make with the. houſe of Ifrael, after thoſe days, faith 
t the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
« write it in their hearts, and will be their God, and they 
c“ ſhall be my people. And they ſhall teach no more 
« every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
« ſaying, Know the Lord, for they ſhall all know me, 
. « from the leaſt of them unto the WO of 4. ſaith 
« the Lord s.“ 55 
In i to this a _ cheſs A of 
the new covenant, Chriſt ſhed his blood, not only to fave : 
his people from the puniſbment, but alſo from the power 
of their fins. « He gave himſelf for us, that he might 
<« redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
et peculiar people, zealous of good works.? | 
Me often ſee deſcribed the change which the + 
| 1 the power of the Holy Spirit, makes upon the hearts 
of men. Paul writing to Titus, contraſts the former and 


pPreſent ſtate of Chriſtians, i in theſe words, We ourſelves 


< alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, 
« ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, living in malice and 
v envy; hateful, and hating one another: But after that 
«the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour towards men 
« appeared, not by works of righteouſneſs which we have 
« done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the 
46 waſhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
( Spirit, which he ſhed on us e through Jeſus 8 
| "66 Chriſt 


Th . Heb, vil 1 ; ern. "IF 
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1 
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true, that the doctrine of grace is inconſiſtent with holi- 
neſs and good works, that on the contrary men are ſaved 
by grace from the enmity of their hearts, and by ſovereign 
mercy made holy, and enabled to ſhew forth God's praiſe. 
They are a choſen generation, a royal prieſthood, a 
% holy nation, a peculiar people, that they ſhould ſhew 


« forth the praiſes of him who hath called them out of | 
« darkneſs into his marvellous light k. And it is faid, 


% Not of works, left any man ſhould boaſt: For we are 


« his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
„works, which God hath before ordained that we ſhould 


« walk in them l.“ 


As holineſs is part, and a great part of that ſalvation 
conferred by the belief of the truth; it is the teſtimony 


of the faithful God, that without it no man ſhall ſee 3 
« the Lord ®,” It is as abſurd to dream of eternal life IF 
without holineſs, as to expect to enjoy it with our ſins 


unforgiven; and by holineſs J mean, not merely devo- 
tional duties, or outward ftrineſs of conduct, (though 


both of theſe are included in it;) but the whole ſenti- 
ments and behavidur being regulated by the law of Chrift, | 


even in the things moſt contrary to fleſk and blood, and 


moſt oppoſed to the conduct of the IE: and d moſt de- | 


vout ee, of the day ®. : 8 
To . 
5 4 Tit. 25 . * 1 pet. AF + 1 Eph. ii. 9, Io. 


F 


„ | Nothing can kd 5 9 my SNL 8 to 1 
| any ſtigma on devotion, and a ſtrict adherence to the duties of the 
Chriſtian life; I wiſh moſt earneſtly to plead the cauſe of true de- 
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« Chriſt our Saviour i,” Thus, fo far is it gem being | 
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| SE i 
| The way of conformity to Jeſus Chriſt, is always flated 
| in the New Teſtament as the narrow way to eternal life. 
| Paul writing to the believing Romans ſays, * But now 
| being made free from fin, and become ſervants to God, 
3 « ye have your fruit unto holineſs, and the end everlaſting | 
lie- And allo, « If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall 
| « die; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds 
| « of the body, ye ſhall live b. And when writing to 
| the Galatian churches, about the duty of Iiberality, now 
little underſtood by moſt modern profeſſors of holineſs, 
he thus addreſſes them, Let him that is taught in the 
& word, communicate unto him that teacheth, in all 
good things: Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for 
4 whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap; for 
| & he that ſoweth to his fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap cor- 
* ruption; but he that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the 
Spirit reap life everlaſting; And let us not be weary 
I ee in well-doing, for in due ſeaſon we ſhall reap, if we 7 
- « faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us 
« do good unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of 


0 "the TTY of faith <2 ** LES | 
| = EE ZAR: L's CHE 


votion, practical godlineſs, and a conſcientious regard to all the 
commandments of Jeſus Chriſt: But it is too evident, that the 
righteouſneſs of many, v who ſpeak much of the neceſſity of holinefs, 
does not exceed the rightconſueſs of the ſcribes and Phariſees ; and 
that little attention is paid by them to the holineſs of the truth; 
ſeeing they can freely indulgs tbeinſelves is eovetouſneſs, and an 
unmerciful ſpirit, are no way diſtinguiſhed by their love to tbe 
truth, and the brethren for its ſake, and appear by no means fond - 
of ſuffering with Chriſt bere, in the hope of reigning ws * 
dereafter. | 


* 


Thus profeſſors of the faith are judged at the laſt day 
by their works; and by ſuch works as are now little 
thought of, even by their work and labour of love, 


| ſhewn to Chriſt's name, in acts of kindneſs done to hig 


people for his ſake, The Son of man ſhall then paſs ſen- 
tence upon the profeſſors of his name, in the following 
terms *: „ Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on his 
c“ right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
« world; for 1 was an hungered, and ye gave me meat 


« ] was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; I was a ſtranger, ' 
c and ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was 


« ſick, and ye viſited me; I was in priſon, and ye came 
« unto me.” And to the queſtion, «When ſaw we 


&« thee? &c. “ The King ſhall anſwer and fay unto 


4 them, Verily I ſay unto you, inaſmuch as ye have done 


« it unto. one of the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye have ; 


done it unto me. Then ſhall he ſay alſo to them on 


« the left hand, Depart from me, ye curſed, into ever- | 
« laſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels; for 
J was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was | 


Le thirſty, and ye gave me no drink; I was a ftranger, and 
ye took me not in; naked, and ye clothed me not; ſick, 


and in priſon, and ye viſited me not.“ And to the 


queſtion, - When ſaw we thee? Kc.“ ſhall he anſwer 


chene ſaying, i Verily J fay unto you, inaſmuch as ye 
1 F | 2584 ; 


— 


. It is evident that the 80 approven. of ; in . that a0 , are Ns, 


of mercy done to Chriſt's brethren, and that becauſe they belong 


to him. It would be well, if the advocates for the merit of * | 


. works would examine if they ove wy, of theſe,” 
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X, OTIETRT I 
« "Age not to one ee f chele, ye pps of 


As? Jekis Chriſt i in that ay: ſhall g give an dm 
repreſentation of what now. takes place upon earth, 


no man has any reaſon to think that he ſhall be welcomed 

to the kingdom, who is not loving the brethren of Chriſt, 

becauſe they belong to a and 4 e ng cn d 0 
has opportunity. 00 


I would only further obſerve, that all 3 holi: | 
neſs'muſt proceed from the belief of the truth. 80 Paul 


, _ fays to the Epheſians, + Put on the new man, which 
e after God is created in the righteouſneſs and holineſs 


« of the truth e (For ſo the words ought to be ren- 
dered:) And this correſponds with the prayer of Chriſt, 
« ganc̃tify them through thy truth; thy word is-truth f. 
In the truth alone we can diſcern motives to lead us to 


| repentance for our fins, to fill us with love to God, and 
make us walk in his fear; for in that truth we behold the 


moſt aſtoniſhing diſplay of grace and love, we there ſee 


the moſt tremendous. manifeſtation of juſtice, we are made 


acquainted with the infinite malignity of ' ſin, and are 
aſcertained that we uf all appear before the judg- 


e ment · ſeat of Chriſt; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that be hath 
| T e 


"Before cloſing this Letter, 1 beg leave to ler fe 


5 1 which have been made againſt the doctrine 
1; "contained i in it, with anſwers to thoſe Inns as both 4 
. were ſent me e > 


enen th end. © Epb. iv. . Ae el f. | 
8 5 2 Cor. v. 10. 5 | 


4 P - 
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© FT. HAVE made out a few remarks in anſwer to the 
6. & objections, which are with great zeal urged by many, 
© againſt the doctrine that was taught the late William 


« Mills, in the faith of which he died. If you think they 


6 will be of any uſe, they may be publiſhed along with 


dk the account you mean to give of this doctrine, which 


is now, as it was in the days of the apoſtles, wy where 
c TOM aeg Ther are as follow: i . 


« ſuffer death by the laws of his country: Thieves and 


t robbers are as good men as thoſe who are ſober, juſt, 


« and temperate. Can any thing be maxe abſurd than 


« this? Is it not equally oppoſite to. the plaineſt declara- 


P and to all the n of . 
e juſtice, and humanity??? | 


[=p eee | 


mine, to leſſen the crimes of any; and Lam decidedly 


+ of opinion that all men are not equally ſmful; there are 
ec have ſold themſhns to commit iniquity, 


ſome w 


5 Li EA T E R HI. 51 


10 „1 is ejected That this doftzige evil man- 
=. kind: The moſt reſpectable moraliſt, differs vothing 
«from the hardened wretch who is juſtly condemned to 


« 
«whoſe cofriences are ſeared as with a hot iron, and 


„ who works: * uncleanneſs with greedineſs. Crimes 


6 which ate hurtful to ſociety require to be puniſhed; and 
0 hole who” ſuffer as murderers, thieves, and evil-doers,, 
4. muſt of neceſſity appear more ſinful in the eyes of men, 
- + than the ſober. and decent part of mankind, They _ 


are alſo criminal in the ſight of God, in exact proportion 


© to the juſt demerit of their evil deeds; The moſt pe- Ph 
| * cious acts of injuſtice and oppreſſion, which mankind 


" —— 5 8 ®. 
„ 
M ht 

a 
* * 


in geren practiſe with 8 much as, going "BY 


£c yond, and defrauding one another in their dealings, 


e ſhall not eſcape his notice, for he is the avenger of all 
© who are thus defrauded b. Theft is a great crime in bis 


« account, for « the unrighteous, thieves, 5 covetous, | 


e ſhall not inkerit the kingdom of God i. But above 


© all, a murderer is expoſed to the vengeance of the Al- 
6 mighty; for while his law, as it reſpected human ſociety 
ein the Kingdom of Iſrael, required only reſtitution from 


« a thief, it declared, in the moſt expreſs terms, Ve 
4 ſhall take no ſatisfaction for the life of a murderer, 
ho is guilty of death; bys he: ſhall be 9 put to 


8 death u. * 5 | | " ; 


£ There ; 18 3 ee in | God's. account a | 


6 e in the demerit of erimes, both as committed 


* againſt himſelf, and againſt our fellow:men.. This is 
* manifeſtly implied in the doctrine we contend for; Do 
© we not affirm that there are many inſtances, particularly 
noted in the ſcriptures, of the vileft /inners being ſaved 
by the grace of God? And do we not alſo maintain, 
« that his grace could not appear in all the luſtre of its 


c greatneſs, freedom, ud. ſovereignty, if it did not ſave 
© thoſe, who are both in his account and ours, more heinous 


* tranſgreſſors than their fellow-men, and deſerve to * ac- 


counted the chief of ſinners.\ 


1 Vet men often judge, not according to th 5 ; 
15 + they determine, who are the greateſt ſinners in the ſight 


of God. This depends upon a variety of eircumſtanees, 


£ of which no cognizance is taken by human laws; ſuch 5 
= uh, the motives of their hearty, whych, God alone can 


: fully 


: by 2 The bv, 6. | 1x | Cor, vi. 9, 10. k Num, xxxv. 31. 
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« fully know, the opportunities they have had of being 


jnſtructed, and the peculiar temptations to which they 


© were expoſed. At any rate, when this is poſſible, it 


requires more attention to the word of God, than moſt 


6 people are diſpoſed to give to it; for the generality of 


- © mankind, are guided more by caprice and cuſtom, than 
by that unerring ſtandard, in judging of the true de- 
merit of crimes.” It is not uncommon, for inſtance, to 


© ſee blaſphemers and adulterers, joining in the general 
« cry againft thieves and robbers, inſulting them, and 


loading them with reproach and infamy; while they do 

. © not conſider, that their own crimes are more highly 
© aggravated in the fight of God, being ſuch as he com- 
manded to be pub with death in the kingdom of | 


« Iſrael . 


While tien i it is ere that ak} are greater 5 
« ſinners than others, this is no objection to the doctrine 


« of the fcripture, which repreſents all men, as involved 


by nature, in one condemnation, and therefore equally _ 
« needing: that ſalvation, which comes freely to the vile 

« and worthleſs, through the blood of Chriſt, ' See Rom. 
„iii. Eph. ii. All are equally deſtitute of any juſt claim 
to the Divine favour, for *'all have finned, and come 

« ſhort of the glory of God'®.” The Pfalmiſt ſays, « If 
4 thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniquities, O Lord, who | 
« ſhall ſtand ' Thoſe who ſhall not ſtand, when he 


marks iniquities, are not merely, ſuch as may be rec- 


« koned, in compariſon of others, ungodly and profane, 
but all who have committed fin; for it is not ſaid, If | | 


s n ſhouldſt mark great offences, or uncommon and 


highly 


B n Rom. il. 33. Fal . 3. 
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mern n 
9 highly aggravated tranſgreſſions, but, If chou ſhouldſt 


mark iniquities, who ſhall ſtand? And again, * Enter 
« not into judgment with thy ſervant, for in thy ſight 


4 ſhall no man living be juſtified d. Which agrees with 


— pea — - 


« the apoſtle's declaration, when treating of the ſame 
« ſubjeR, By the deeds of the law there ſhall no fleſh 
« be juſtified in his fight ©.” © | 
Are not all mankind dbu placed on a levels in point 
of juſtification before God? The ſame grace that ſaves 
the moſt profligate wretch'in the world, is neceſſary to 
found the hope of thoſe who plume themſelves on their 
freedom from _ 285 and their ronald blame- 
« leſs characters. 8 8 
This will appear ain more evident, when it is WN 
« dered,' that the ſcriptures repreſent all men, in their 


+ © natural ſlate, as enemies unto God in their mind by 
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C wicked works d; ag dead in ſins ;“ „ the ſlaves of 
_ & fin f; 6e free from righteouſneſs,” and thus incapable of 
d any thing but ſin S. The enmity gf the hearts of men 
ZN againſt God and his law i 18 exp! fe EO 1 Ways; 
© in- ſome, by ſuch a deſire of: pleaſiives, riches, 1 & 3 
' © nours,. as-is reputable enough in the world, but con- 
demned by the word of God; in others, theſe luſts 
become ſo prevalent, as to hurry them on to the com- 
«. miſſion of crimes, which bring them to an untimely 
© end: But the root of every evil is naturally in the heart 
« of every man b. And no one is prevented from the 
© moſt n acts of ee Sean or love of God, 
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or a defire to glorify his name, till he is made to under - 
«ſtand this joyful truth, that God is juſt, and the juſtiſier 
© of him that believeth in Jeſus; for _ alone is the 
c 1 of the heart deſtroyed. Le | 
. 2d. Another objection is, This doQtrine 1205 to li- 
c 1 Profane ſinners will be hardened in their 
T guilt, by preſuming that they may fin with impunity; 
+ for they are taught to imagine, that they have as good 
* à chance for heaven, as thoſe who are virtuous and 
« ſober. Whatever courſe of life they purſue, they will 
ce be happy when they come to die, for, according to 


c this doctrine, the grace of God is free to the worſt of 


« mankind; and is even _— in OY to the 
66 * greatneſs of their guilt.” . . . 

This objection is as old as the POLY of the ak; 
for ſome affirmed that they ſaid, Let us do evil that good | 
may come n. An awful reply is made to this, Whoſe 


6 damnation, ſays Paul, is juſt; implying that thoſe who ' 


«© drew. ſuch concluſions from the doctrine which he 
taught, expoſed themſelves to the utmoſt danger. He, 
© nevertheleſs, in that very chapter, and the two follow- 
ing ones, opens up the doctrine of juſtification, througn 
«the righteouſneſs of Chriſt alone; and ſets forth the 
« grace of God in all its riches, freedom and ſovereignty: 


© He then/ aſks, 4 Shall we continue in fin, that grace 5 


« may abound'?” This thought he rejects with the utmoſt | 
© abhorrence; - « God forbid. How ſhall we nd are 
« dead to fin, live any longer therein k 1 
It muſt be allowed indeed, that UT: were men in 
6 th ys of the e 66 whZ turned the grace 52 
not. i. 8. LR; BE 4 


=. * E T ER 17. 


God into elende 3 and many fuch thire. are 


- ſtill. Of theſe Jude ſpeaks, in language the moſt 


pointed and ſevere of any that is to be met with in all 


the word of God, ſhewing the hatefulneſs of their ini- 
( quity, and the certain deſtruction to which they were 

© doomed. Theſe are the moſt deteſtable of all characters: 

Whatever pretenſions they may have to the knowledge 


© of the grace of God, they are repreſented as «denying 


ec the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 1 They 
« profeſs that they know God, but in works they deny 


b him, being abominable and diſobedient, and to every 


«.c00d;work/reprobate w. Profeſſors: of the faith, are 


* 6/50 reminded, not/only of the danger of this, but alſo 
© unfruitfulneſs in the profeſſion. of the name of Chrift a. 


Thoſe whom the grace of God, which bringeth ſal- 
vation, hath not taught, to deny ungodlineſs, and 


* « worldly. Juſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſy, and 


4 godly in this preſent world d,“ have the fulleſt reaſon 


eto conclude, that they know it not: And even believers 
. themſelves, when they diſobey any of Chriſt's lawe, or 


4 become lukewarm, and inactive, are thus alarmed and 
© rouſed to a ſenſe bf their danger; for no man has any 
s right to eſteem himſelf a believer of the goſpel, unleſs 
he now obeys the commandments of the, Lord and 
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| the end, John xv. x. to 6. I John ii. 4. James ti. 15. to the 


_ b Tit. ii. 11, 12. © John viii. 31, 33. John | 


ni, 13, to 17. Chapter xiv. 21, 24. Chapter xv. 8, 9, 10, 14. 
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Men may ſpeculate about the grace of God; they 
may have diſtin and accurate notions of the doQrine 
of juſtification through the righteouſaeſs of Chriſt, fo 
as to enable them to ſpeak fluently upon the ſuhjet᷑t; 
and perhaps alſo, boaſt of their enjoyments; while. they 
« are totally ignorant of the true grace of God, as it 
gives relief to a guilty conſcience. They never were 
pained with a ſenſe of guilt, nor afraid of the juſt in- 
dignation of God; therefore, all the high ſounding ex- 
pꝑreſſions they make uſe of about grace, have no meaning 
as to them: They ſee. not how much they ſtand ãn need 
_ © of grace, and thus it yields them no ſolid conſolation, 
or joyful hope. It is no wonder that the influence of 
« what ſuch men profeſs to believe, does not appear in 
their practice: The reaſon is plain, becauſe, whatever 
they may ſay about it, they do not really beliere. Let 
none therefore impute to the doctrine, that which A 
« diametrically oppoſite to its nature and tendency, and 
« ariſes ſolely from the DON po Med of the 
hearts of men. 
The nature of that faluation abick tho to the 
« riches of ſovereign mercy, is fuch as to exclude the 2 
« poſlibility of thoſe who really enjoy it, theing #hareby 
* encouraged in the ways of ſin: It does not merely 
« conſiſt in freedom from condemnation, the, enjoyment 
© of the favour of God, and eternal glory; but deliveranee 
from the power of ſin is alſo an ęſſential and important 
branch of this ſalvation. Thoſe wh now - partake of 
c that abundant mercy which is revealed i in the. goſpel, 


were « « predeſtinated to be conformed to the i . of 


* 


* 
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4 Jeſus C Chriſt a. „ They are « elect, cording? to the 
_ « foreknowledge of God the Father, through ſanRifica- 
tion of the Spirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the 
de blood of Jeſus Chriſt e. He'hath choſen them in 
. « Chriſt before the foundation of the world, that they 
. & ſhould' be holy, and without blame before him in 
« love f. All which paſſages, and many more that 
might be mentioned, evidently ſhow that the purpoſe 


b of God to ſave his people, equally reſpects their deli- 
verance from wrath, and from the power of fin, This 
tis alſo one of tlie great promiſes of the new covenant, 


« J will put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
te their hearts 8. And when „ the Lord God of Iſrael 


&« an horn of ſalvation for them in the houſe of his ſervant 


% David; this was one part of dis grand defign, that 


et they being delivered out of the hands of their enemies, 
« might ſerve him without fear, in holinefs and righte- 


, ouſneſs before him, all the days of their lives b.“ This 
i ãs alſo declared to be one of the great ends of the death 
of Chriſt, for © He loved his church, and gave himſelf 
te for.it, that he might fanctify and cleanſe it with the 


66. waſhing of water, by the word, that he might preſent 
„it to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot or 
1 wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but that it ſhould be holy 


« and without blemiſh i.“ This too is what God intends 
** by all the bleſſings and privileges which he confers upon 
his people, for the reaſon given why © they are a choſen 


60 | generation, a royal PING; a a holy nation; and a 


s peculiar 


© Rom, vil ap. x Pet. i. 2. © ph. 1 4. 5 Heb. viii. 10. 


Fry, n 


8 —_ 
* 1 4, 
ng. N 
n 


3 


5 LETTER IK 79 


t peculiar people,” is, „ that they ſhould 8 the 
« praiſes of him Fug hath called them out of darkneſs , 


e into his marvellous light k. Thus it is manifeſt that 


« the doftrine we maintain, cannot fail to purify the hearts 
of all who believe it!, and lead them to perfect holineſs 
« in the fear of God m; unleſs the objectors can make, it 
« appear, that God's eternal purpoſe may be fruſtrated, 

that his promiſe may fail, that Chriſt is dead in vain, 
and that all the bleſſings which the Lord freely beſtows 
« upon his people, with the declared intention to make 
© them holy, can only lead them to delight in fin. If 
« theſe ſuppoſitions are profane, the 8 * leads 


to them, muſt be ſo too. 


The doctrine which was declared to Pro poor ell; 
6 "molt deeply impreſs the hearts of all who believe i it, with 
« the moſt awful view of the malignity of ſin, and the 
« puniſhment it deſerves; and is that alone, which can 
« furniſh with ſufficient motives to obedience. 

Was ever any ſuch diſplay given to men, of the Dine 
« | indignation againſt fin, and the impoſſibility of its paſ- 
« ſing unpuniſhed, as when-the Son of God hung upon 


the accurſed tree, and there expiated the ſins of the 
_ © ungodly? If it was neceſſary for the ſalvation of ſinners, 

that the Prince of life ſhould be killed a, that God 
© ſhould bruiſe his own Son, put him to grief, and make 
his ſoul an offering for fin®, doth not this loudly pro- } 


« claim that he is the moſt holy Lord God? And muſt 


not thoſe, who ſee his character thus diſplayed, ſerve 


f 


him 


m 2 Cor. vil. Fo 
. ii. 10. 
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© hind: with reverence and godly fear, knowing that our 
Gold is a conſuming fire ©? 

- - © There is alſo, in the croſs of Chriſt, the hi roheft poſh 


© ble diſplay of the goodneſs and mercy of God to ſinners. 
His love, thus' manifeſted, infinitely tranſcends all that 


L 


is to be ſeen among men d. It is in this wonderful 


« tranſa@ion, that we ſee him rich in mercy ©. By this 
Lit is fully manifeſted, that God is love f. And is it 
« poffible' to diſcern this, without loving him? We love 
c him, ſays the apoſtle John, becauſe he fi ff loved 10 8. 
The ſtouteſt and moſt obdurate hearts are thus ſubdued, 
„This we know is the caſe even among men. Who 
would not love a kind and difintereſted benefaQor, | 
© eſpecially if his own- conduct kad been ſuch as led bim 
to expect nothing but reſentment? Much more ſurely | 
© will the hearts of finners be filled with love and gratitude 
to God, when, conſcious that they deferred nothing 
© but wrath: and deſtruction, he makes known to them 


_ © the exceeding riches of his grace, pardoning all their 


© fits, and filling them with the joyfol hope of his falva- 
tion. If we thus love him, we muſt fareſy keep his 
_ * commandments ®. We muſt be conſtrained by the love 
of Chriſt, to Ave not unto our ſelves, but uno him that died 
fur us, and roſe again. Thus believers of the goſpel, ; 
« are befought by the mereies of God, to the performance 

© of every duty k. They conſider themſelves not their 
2” en, bot bought with a price; wa therefore bound fo 


x glorify 
| 8 Heb. is 28,29, 3 Rom. v. 7, 8. N Eph. its 4. 


f 1 John iv. 8, 16. 1 John iv. 19. 5 John xiv. 15, 21. 
Og 2 Cor. V. T4, 15. ; k Rom, xii. 1. f 
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« glorify God, i in their backs, and in their ſpirits, which 


are God's. 
The unſpeakable bleſſings they have already PS are 


© the forgiveneſs of their ſins, peace with God, the ſpirit 


« of adoption, and deliverance from all their ſpiritual 


enemies, mult deeply impreſs upon their ſouls, a grateful. 


| © ſenſe of the love of God, and lead them to think that 
they never can do enough for Chriſt, The hope of that 


life and immortality which the goſpel reveals, produces 5 
in them the very ſame effect; for, ſays the apoſtle John, 
G« Every man that hath this hope in him, purifieth himſelf, 
« even as he is pure n.“ And Peter, when aſſuring 


4 thoſe to whom he wrote, of the coming of the day of 
God, the deſtruction of the world, and perdition of | 


© ungodly men, thus improves the ſubject, Seeing then 


c that all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of 


« perſons ought ye to be, in all holy converſation / and 


« godlineſs? Looking for and haſting unto the coming 


2 of the day of God a. And again, „ Wherefore, be- | 


loved, ſeeing that ye look for ſuch things, be diligent 
that ye may be found of him 1n 3 without ot. | 


C and blameleſs b. 


Is not this eie 3 to  godlineſe 9 Doch fi it walk f 


= 4 powerfully enforce' upon Chriſtians, every motive that 


. -- * can fill their ſouls with deteſtation of ſin, fervent love 
to God, a fear of offending bim, and an earneſt W ' 


© to glorify his name? 
As to that part of the objection, which potts chat 2 


| x the doctrine of the grace of God, which levels all diſ- 


5 tinctions among mankind, will harden men in their i 


eee Caen, 2 Pet, Li, TT, Is babes lik 14. 
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« a Hom, this confideration, that they. hve as good 
a chance for heaven, as thoſe who are decent and ſober: 
l anſwer, The word of God ſpeaks nothing of any 
© having a chance for heaven, bur ſtates this matter upon 
the ſureſt footing, „He that believeth ſhall be fared; 
« he that believeth not ſhall be damned e. The evi- 
* dence of believing the gofpel has been already mentioned, 
Which fully ſhows, that we confider none as partakers 
© of the grace thetein revealed, whoſe hearts and conduct 
© are not regulated thereby: Such perſons, therefore, 
'© have no encouragement to continue in that fituation, 
+ which excludes them from the kingdom of heaven. 
And as to the hope of their being afterwards delivered 
© by the grace of God, his word Yeclares to all, « Now 
« js the accepted time, now is the day of falvation d. 
+ The hardened ſinner, who this day rejects the goſpel of 
« ſalvation, may be landed, ere to-morrow, in everlaſting 
+ miſery *. Where then is the encouragement given to 
delay faith and repentance, in the hope of afterwards 
obtaining them; ſuppoling it were poſſible for men to 
do ſo? But the true reaſon why they do not believe, is 
© becauſe they hate the truth; and they repent not, becauſe 
they love their fins: And muſt not every one, who knows 
any thing of the word of God, and the workings: of 
© the human mind, perceive that this ſituation is totally 
© inconfiſtent with any wiſh, ever to obtain Faith 7 


4 ; 


« repentance? f 
Leet none then . a to b poor thief, A 
from an apprehenſion that others will be led, by that 

= which was the . of vs as and joy, to injure. 
| 8 their 


© Mark wu "5 44 Cen . ws e Luke xii. 20. 
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their fellow - men; for not only would their enjoyment 
of this hope produce the very oppoſite effect, as bath 
been already ſhown, but it is alſo ſufficiently manifeſt, 
< that the moſt profane finners are not eaſily induced to 
_ © believe the ſame doctrine. Even they are affronted, if 
1 it ſhould be ſuppoſed that they: ſtand in need of free 
and ſovereign mercy; they too, however fooliſh it may 
appear, muſt have in themſelves = ground of glorying; 
« ſo that, in this reſpect, there is no difference between 
© them and their decent neighbours: Both are ans 
0 agreed i in oppoſing the grace of God. | 
At fame time, I readily ata that ay is 
© more hope of openly profane and abandoned finners, 
« liſtening to the goſpel of the grace of God, than thoſe 
ho plume themſelves on their freedom from groſs ſins, 
4 and their outward ſanctity and devotion. Theſe laſt 


bare fortified by a religious principle, againſt all that can 


i be ſaid to them about ſovereign merey, and can ſcarce 5 | 
+ be brought to allow that they are finners: Whereas the 


former lie open to conviction, and muſt in ſome meaſure 

be ſenſible, if they think at all, that they are juſtly 
F expoſed to the vengeance of the Almighty. Thus Jeſus _ 
 * ſays to the Phariſees, who trafted.m themſelves that they _ 


e + were righteous, and deſpiſad others f, Publicans and harlots 


. '* go into the kingdom of Cod before you'*. The parable of 
* the Pablican and Phariſce { ſhews alfo, bow much theſe, 
x0 Tel. righteous men are above being indebted to mercy, 
and how hateful they are on this account in the fight 
© of | ods n e * like the Poor ſel-con- 
pin; © <4 Irena * 8 e . 


E 
8 demaed Publican have nothing to fay, but God he 
f merciful to me a ſinner, are juſtified, and not the other®. 


© Is it not unreaſonable in the higheſt degree to exclude 
from the benefit of the goſpel thoſe who are acknow- 


« ledged by all to ftand moſt in need of it? The out- 9 


© wardly righteous men among the Jews acted thus“, 
when the Saviour himſelf preached the glad tidings of 
2 ſalvation: They gave him this name as a term of re- 
c proach, a friend of publicans and ſinners, and often com- 
* plained that he kept company with ſuch perſons, and 
even eat and drank with them. He owned the charge, 
but he e it; wad e in ſhowing compaſſion. 


to 
h Lats xviii. 1015. 

| ® T have conſidered this and the foregoing objeRion | in tide 
fulleſt extent, as they plead the cauſe of the moſt ſpecious and 
devout oppoſers of the grace of God, whoſe conduct in many 
reſpects is irreproachable in the eyes of men. The anſwers will 
therefore apply with ſtill greater force to profane ſwearers, drunk- 
2 ards, unclean perſons, and ſuch like; many of whom, on this occa- 
- hon, have had effrontery epongh to urge the ſame objections. To 
them it may be fitly ſala, 6 &© Thou art inexcuſable, O'man, whoſoever 
* thou art that judgeſt; for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou 
e condemneſt thyſelf, for thou that judgeſt doſt the ſame things,” 
(or things as manifeſtly excluding from the kingdom of heaven.) 
But we are ſure that the judgment of God is according to truth, 
d againſt-them' who commit ſuch things. And thinkeſt thou this, 
* O man, that judgeſt them who do ſuch things, and doſt the 
« « ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the  Jhdgment of God? Or deſpiſeſt 
© thou the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, and long-ſuffer- 
ve ing; not knowing that the goodneſs of God leadeth thee to re- 
t pentance? But after thy hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſureſt 
« up; unto thyſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God, who will render to "up men 

" * according to his Gorda.” - Rom. i. 1—6. 


— 


1 
2 
Les 
= 
5 - 
z 7 1 
1 
22 
* * 
8 7 * Y r 
. 
F, 
DJ 
I 
* N 
* 
: 
* 


„ 


— 


E ET T E R TI. 85 


eto the moſt vile and worthleſs; ſaying, © The Son of 


ee man is come to ſeek and to fave that which was loſt i. 1 25 
« They that are whole need not a phyſician, but they 
« that are fick; I came not to call the righteous, but 


© finners to repentance k. The very intention of his 


coming into the world was to ſave finners, which would 
Rave been entirely fruſtrated, if ſuch had not been 


2M called to repentance. Happy i is it for ſinners, that, 
_ © while thus excluded from mercy by their fellow-men, 


© the Lord of heaven and earth hath openly acknowledged 


© himſelf their friend, abaſing the pride of thoſe who glor x 


© in their own worth, and condemning all who grudge 
© ſalvation to the very worſt of men. It hath pleaſed him 
thus to-magnify the re Fe and who Ons: 
© unto him, What deft thou? - 

za. © There is ſtill another objeRtion of ein Hide? 
"tance with any of the former, and that is, Lou make 


. no aecount of repentance, contrition and godly forrow / 


« on account of fin, and lead people to think lightly of 
% devotional exerciſes; for whatever you may ſay about 


* thefe things, the ſtrongeſt incitement to them is un- 


*« doubtedly removed, when falvation is made to depend 
« entirely upon the finiſhed work of Chriſt, and no place 
is given to yore exerciſes, as eee, w_ PRE of 2 
6 ſinner's hope. n 

Nothing can be a greater miltake than this; for! ſo. 
« far from ſetting aſide repentance, prayer, and other de- 


6 votional exercifes, theſe can only be produced by the | 
_ © doQrine againſt which the objection is levelled. Men 


erer without any view 7 of the atonement of Chriſt, 
WS may 


132 9 7,9, 10. K Mat. in 10 115 12. Luke v. 29—33 
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« may 6 -convinced that they are ſinners, and ettuſed 
© to the wrath of a fin-avenging God: If theſe convictions 
are deep and laſting, their ſouls will be filled with flaviſh 
* fear, and the moſt dreadful apprehenſions of that wrath 
© of God which will undoubtedly come upon the children 
© of diſobedience; theſe, if not removed by a view of the 


© mercy of God in Chriſt, or, which often happens, by 


* worldly purſuits and amuſements, will land them in ab- 
* ſolute deſpair. A fituation of this kind, or any thing 


that approaches to it, has ſurely no tendency to make 
7 Oo any one draw near unto God, or humbly to confeſs thoſe 


« fins which he is conyinced muſt bring upon him ever- | 
6 laſting deſtruction: All his efforts, while in theſe cir- 


©  * cumſtances, muſt be to eaſe his conſcience, by perſuading 


* himſelf that he is not quite ſo ſinful: as he had been led : 
6 to imagine, or by acts of deyotion and greater ftriineſs | 


n his future conduct, to atone for his paſt fins: And, 

alas! he will find many to encourage him in this fruitleſs 
: labour: Will this produce repentance, godly ſorrow, and 
© an ingenuous confeſſion of ſin? Are not- all the attempts 
25 © of men to pleaſe God j in this way, ſet in direct oppoſition | 


to a full conviction and 8 of their 
ruined, helpleſs, and miſerable ſituation? 

I mean not however to ſpeak lightly of weh convic- 
tions. The fituation of thoſe who labour under them . 
6 ig very moving, and claims. the ſympathy of all who, 


Uke them, have experienced the terrors of an awakened 


« conſcience, and have obtained that relief which the 
« atonement of Chriſt alone is ſuited to give. The ſalva- 


tion proclaimed in the goſpel meets exactly the ſituation 
1 of "nes 6 to whom nothing preſents itſelf from any other 
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© quarter but guilt, deſpair, and death: Indeed, this 
«+ muſt be the (caſe, in ſome meaſure, with all who are 4 


« comforted by theſe glad tidings of ſalvation, for they 
c have no meaning but in relation to the guilt and wretch- 


+4 edneſs of thoſe; to whom they are preached. Far be it 


from me, therefore, to ſay any thing that would have 


© the ſmalleſt tendency, to leſſen the guilt of the moſt 


« trembling ſelf-condemned ſinner; or, on the other hand, 
to mock his miſery, by telling him, as ſome have done, 


2 that his convictions are ſelf·righteous: Nothing ſurely 


* 


can be more oppoſite to ſelf-righteouſneſs, than a full 


conviction in a perſon's mind, that he is the chief of 


. * ſinners; The view he has of his fin and miſery is juſt 5 
and proper, though he may greatly err as to the means 


« of obtaining relief; thoſe who know the truth ſhould 
therefore ſet before him, that all-ſufficient remedy which! 


God hath provided, whereby he healeth the broken” as 

_ © heart, and bindeth up their evounds%, © 

TThis was the courſe the apoſtles followed; fs when 
a the convicted Jews were pricked in their hearts, and ſaid, 


* Men and brethren, what ſhall wwe do? Peter ſeems to 


© have conſidered their queſtion, rather as expreſſive of 
their anguiſh and deſpair, than of any defire they might 


* haye to live by their own doings for, without ſaying 


« thus, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 
© of Feſus Chrift for the remiſſion of fins ; leading them at 


2 : before 
3 Prat cxlvii. 3. m Acts i ii. 375 38. 


2 any thing of ſelf. righteouſneſs, he immediately anſwers ; 


once to that very Saviour whom they had crucified, for 
peace to their guilty conſciences®, | In like manner, + 
Yoon . e e and aſtoniſhed, fell down ©. 


5 — ů ——u— 2x2 ep 


EW LETTER, 11. 


4 before Paul and Silas, and ſaid, What all I do to he 
* ſaved? They do not reproach him with ſelf. rightepuſ- 

© neſs, but make known the joyful tidings, as the only 
means of relief to a deſpairing guilty ſinner, Believe in 
* the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy 
* houſe. And they Dube ente him the avord. «ty Lord, 

© and to all that were in his houſe ee. 

Such is the view I entertain of thaſe convictions 
« produced i in the conſcience by the law of :God, which 
« worketh wrath: But whenever people begin to imagine, 
_ that there is ſame ſort of merit in their convictions, 
« prayers, and tears; that their ſtate is ſafe, becauſe they 
are convinced and humbled; or that their hope depends , - 
bon ſeeing their paſt guilt in a leſs formidable point of 
c view, and man in future to. amend, their ways, they 


S444 A PE OR ES ot 
0 Ad vi 30, 31, 32. 


„ 40 not at all u mean to inſinuate, that a . ſinner, or 
indeed any man in the world, is free of a deſire to eſtabliſh his own 
/ righteouſneſs, while ignorant of the way of peace revealed in the 
| goſpel; but when we begin to diſtinguiſh characters, it muſt re- 
quire ſomething more than this, to denominate a man ſe!f-righteous 
in compariſon,of others ;\ andi ſure ly conviction of fin is none of the 
- things by which this .charaQeer is marked out. Many of thoſe 
Jews to whom-Peter preached on the day of Pentęcoſt, were, no 
doubt, men who gloried in their. own worth; but was their ſelf- 
- righteous pride increaſed by their being pricked in their hearts,” 
and forced to cry out, What ſhall we do?” It would be abſurd 
to ſay ſo: They were then humbled to the duſt, and fully perſuaded 
that they had no claim to the favour of God, on account of the 
; 2 things in which they formerly boaſted; and that they, above all : 
. > others, had reaſon to fear the {juſt indignation of God, as being 2 
| the murderers of his beloved Son, and as God had made that | 4 
5 My 8 whom they had 7 both Lord and * 25 


3 


4 Err E K* It. 


6 Fo themſelves 15 direct oppoſition to the coſpel ground 
of hope, and thus become ſelf-righteous. | But is not 
this the moſt pitiful ground of hope that could well be - M 

= + imagined ? Is it not ſtrange indeed that men ſhould © 

N * thus boaſt of their convictions? We are naturally di. 

3 © poſed to be proud of knowledge; yet furely, knowing | 

© that we are ſinners, ſhould have no effect but to humble 
and abaſe us. Can a man deſerve eternal life beeauſe 
© he confeſſes that he is worthy of death? Is it not beyond 
mmeaſure inconfiſtent for ſuch a one to plead any thing 
but mercy? It may be ſaid, perhaps, that one who | 
© confeſſes his finf i is not ſuch a hardened ſinner as 5 
„ © thoſe who: deny them; but what ſhall we ſay of his 3 
humility, if he ſo inverts the nature of things, as to | 
© build his hope of obtaining favour upon his conviction 
4 f thoſe very ſins,” which are the cauſe of his condem- 
nation, and ought 2 8 80 to 28 him with ſhame and . 
b abhorrence? ; | Ol Oe? 
There are DE EK wh more EW A in the | ; 
fight of God, however decent they mayihe in the eye: 
of men, than thoſe who thus: boaſt of their humility. 3 5 
They are even more inconſiſtent than the ancient Pha- 
« riſees, for a humble confeſſion of fins was none of thoſe 
rhings on which they founded their hope; they, on the 
* contra thanked" Go that they dere not as other nen: | 
„ which, if true, was ſorely a more rational footing to \ 
proceed upon than the method purſued by thoſe cor- 
1 rungen of the. goſpel, who own that they are as other men, 
© and by virtue of this acknowledgment, think” therh- 
entitled to mercy. It is therefore evident, All 2 1 | 
thoſe who lay any ſtreſs in this way upon contritionglld WD 
* god 188 e nothing at al about the matter. 
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* A man truly convinced of fin, ſees nothing even 
bim and everlaſting deſtruction, but the ſovereign mercy 
+ of God manifeſted to guilty ſinners in the atonement 
4 of Chriſt." When this ſure foundation which God hath 

© laid in Zion, preſents itſelf to his view; when he ſees 

that Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
© every one that believeth, and that he hath redemption 

© through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of all his fins; Þ 

© no reaſon can ſtrike his mind, why he ſhould then be 
anxious to conceal his guilt: He will confeſs it fully | 
to the glory of that grace by which he is ſaved: He 
© will confeſs his fins without reſerve, unto him who is 
© faithful and juſt to forgive him his fins, and to cleanſe + i « 
© him from all unrighteouſneſs. Is not this a motive to 
© repentance: and godly ſorrow, far more powerful than | 
any other? Will not he who thus ſces himſelf redeemed | 
by the blood of Chriſt, be led to hate thoſe fins which i 
were the cauſe bf the ſufferings of the Son of God? ; 
Eo N that he lives by mercy, will it not be his 
. Ic ment, to come boldly to the throne of 
grace, chat Vo! may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
4 help in time of need?” How then can ſuch a perſon 
© make light of repentance, devotion, and prayer? 

The reaſon why God is ſo often repreſented in ſerip- 
© ture as delighting in a broken and contiſte ſpirit b, 
_-- + dwelling with ſuch e, and giving grace to the humble *, 
is, becauſe they whio are thus contrite and humble, ſee 
"pf * nothing? in themſelves in which they can glory, and have 
all their hope in the blood of atonement: So that bis 
„ eee with thoſe, whe are humble and ug a contr 


* 


42 * Plal a Sa 16. „ 706 thi 1055 41 Pet. V. 5. 
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9 8 3 is juſt the ſame with his 95508 plenſure i in them 
that hope in his mercy. Nothing could be more abſurd- 


than to ſuppoſe it a meritorious thing to hope in free 


© ſovereign mercy, to which we have no claim or title; 


* and it is equally ſo, to imagine, that the deepeſt con- 
e victions of ſin are any otherwiſe well pleaſing ts God, 
than as they flow from a ſenſe of his forgiving merey, 
and lead us to have all our confidence in that grace 
© which reigneth through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, 


bb Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. This is the true grace of 


6 God wherein we ſtand. May the Lord reveal it unto 
6 many, and fill them with deep repentance. and godly 
© ſorrow, for the oppoſition they have ſhown to its freedom 


« and ſovereignty, manifeſted i in ſaving the chief of ſinners. 


if From the foregoing: account of our principles, and 
© theſe anſwers to objections, it will be evident to all who 
judge according to the word of God, that we regard 


the glorious goſpel of Chrift, not only as it gives peace 
with God, and delivers from the wrath to come; but 


« agit produces in all who believe it, the deepeſt repen- 
© tance and ſelf. abaſement, love to God, obedience to 


bis commandments, and a ſtrict attention. to devotional * 
duties. We cannot therefore juſtly be ſuſpected of 


having any principle that would lead us to treat with _ 
indifference or contempt, the convictions of awakened 
ſinners, the experiences of the people of God, or zeal 


F for the intereſts of practical godlineſs. 


We indeed moſt peremptorily deny, that W Re 


« Any, one who believes the goſpel, is founded upon fuck 


+ The moſt experienced. Chriſtian, after all he- 
| H 3 | | 73 = ES 6 8 has 5 


*has enjoyed; and ſolttred, wtf obeyed, bas nothi ing ente 
1 to look to for pardon and peace, but the ſame glad tid- 
e ings which are declared to all mankind without excep- 


SLE tion, and in which he at firſt rejoiced, when on the 


© brink of everlaſting deſtruction: The hope of the goſpel, 
© which ſtrengthens, animates, and enlivens his ſoul, is 
« the ſame which is preached to every creature who is 
« under heaven ©,” It was thus with the apoſtle Paul: 
© After all his labours, afflictions, and unwearied diligence 
ian the ſervice of Chriſt for many years; atid though he 
had much experience of the love of God, patience in 
©tribulation, and the joyful hope of eternal glory; yet 
neither his experience, nor his labours, are mentioned 
© by him, as conſtituting any part of the foundation of 
© his hope towards God: In the moſt ſolemn manner he 
. © diſclaims every thing elſe but the blood of atonement, 
© when he ſays, God forbid that I Soul glory,” ſave in tze 
© proſe of our Lord Feſus Chrift*.” And to the believing 
25 © Hebrews he thus writes, We are made partabers of Chrift, 
© Eff wwe told the bene © oF OUR * CONFIDENCE e 
| © rnto the ends. | 
Viet we OY with mu OY that DOTY 
< can be à Chriſtian, unleſs be is'convinced of the evil of 
fin, the need he has of pardon, and tbe ſufficiency of 
the blood of Chriſt for this purpoſe, leading him daily to 
| + approach unto God, confe, Heng his Ant unto Bim, aoho is 
: E * faithful and juſt to forgive him his fins, and to cleanſe him 
N * from all unrighteouſneſs v Neither can any man be a 
"©Elriftian, unleſs he experiences, in ſome meaſure, the 
* = of God ſhed abroad i in hie heart by the oy Spirit, 3 
a 9 and 

; . ii. 14. b 1 ſatin ky 
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| LETTER U. a 
+ and lives by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, looking for his 
« ſecond and glorious appearing. 78 | 
As the neceſlary effect of theſe. ot a Chris 
© tian is one who overcometh the world through the faith 
© of the Son of God i; he places his chief delight in the 
_ *.enjoyment of God, and makes every thing elſe ſubſer- 
vient to this his main purſuit. , It is his firm belief that 
bone thing is needful, and he hath. choſen that good 
j _ * part, which ſhall not be taken away from him k. He 
gives a decided preference to the bleſſings of the king- | 
dom of heaven, the ſervice of Chriſt, and even ſuffering 
with him here, in the proſpe& of future bleſſedneſs; 
* when laid in the balance with all the riches, honours, 
and pleaſures of this life. He is like minded with the 
6 apoſtle Paul, who faid, What things were gain to 1 
5 me, thoſe I counted loſs for Ghntit. Lea, doubtleſs, = 
. and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency. 7 1 
| - the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus my Lord; for whom 1: 
4 have. ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do count them 
« but dung, that 1 may win Chriſt, &. l.“ Here is an 
« example. of the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, which muſt 
5 appear in every believer of the goſpel, regulating the 
„ whole of his conduct: Being riſen with Chriſt, be 
| 58 ſee ks thoſe things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth 
at the right hand of God; ſetting his affection on en | 
1 above, not on things on the earth m. * N 
The hearts of the diſciples of Jeſus, being thas fot on 
6: N the heavenly inheritance, and raiſed above 
s the periſhing things of time, their chief concern is to 
4 * upon their ſpirits a 985 ſenſe of the impor- I 
N „ tabce 0 
0 Col. i in. 1, 2. 1 


©? John v. 4, oy * Luke x. * i (Phat, I 15. 


. 4 


* r TER. II. : 


. of ciendal things, and to ſtand ſaſt in the faith 
c amigft all the oppoſition: they meet with from the world 
nn” acting them, and from their own deceitful wicked 
hearts: They are careful to avoid every thing that would 
interrupt their communion with God, and “ grieve his 
Holy Spirit, whereby they are ſealed to the day of re- 
e demption :. But they are ſenſible of much weakneſs, 
and many ſhort-comings in their duty, and are fully 
; perſuaded 2 they can only <4 work need own ſal- 
vation with fear and trembling, when God worketh in 
a them both ta will and to do, of his good pleaſure D. 
This leads them continually to have recourſe unto him 
« for that grace and ſtrength which they ſtand in need of; 
© to „ pray always, with all prayer and ſupplication in 
« the Spirit, and to watch thereunto with all perſeve- 
| 5 « rance c.“ Thus Jude exhorts thoſe to whom he wrote, 
Las an antitode againſt the dangers to which they were 
x expoſed, particularly from un godly teachers, who cor- 
rupted the goſpel of Chriſt, . But ye, beloved, building 
t yourſelves tp on your moſt holy ſaith,” praying in the 
« Holy Spirit, keep yourſelves in the love of God, look- 
be ing 70 the Parr of pur Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 8 % 


ie,, 

L Trek are Chriſtias 5 kink 3 all the 1 
- vigilance, exertion, and activity, of which the human 
mind is capable; and thoſe only who are thus employed, 

« by the animating influence of the faith and hope of the 
« polpel, deſerve the name of Chriſtians, Believers of 
be truth are e in \ Jeripture, as lg the 
I TED 7 50 | - my £ f N . 
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* good fight of ſaube, running. with patience the race” that 


+ js ſet befare them , and. ſtriving for the maſtery se Which 


+ ſurely implies, that their whole heart and ſoul is engaged 
in the religion of Chriſt; and that every thing elſe muſt 
give way to this grand object of their purſuit, the un- 
fading inheritance, the incorruptible crown. - Accordingly -- - 


« we find, that he who would run the Chriſtian race, ruſt - 258 25 = | 
6 lay aſide every weight," and the fin which doth ſo eaſily 1 


«© beſet him h: He myſt; keep under his body, and 
« bring-it into ſubjection, leſt he ſhould be a caſt- away: 


And he who would ſtrive, ſo as to oveggome, and ob- a 


tain the crown, mult 2 nn and * n 
in b Loni 2.554 . 8 
2 e this m "99s _ expericnee” is TY 
6 280 by the difciples of Chriſt, both of their own ig- 
© noranceg. weaknefs, ingratitude, and. rebellion; and of - 
the Lord's infinite merey in forgiving their fins; and 
6 his almighty power in eſtabliſhing their ſouls, and ue 
ing them conquerors over all their enemies. . 

A great part of the News Teſtament i is tak den up BY 


4 


0 gieing us an account of the experience of the „ | 
_ © andthoſe. who obtained like precious faith with them 
elt is of the utmoſt conſequence to attend to this; for 4 


real believers of the truth are more diſtinguiſhed from 


« hypocrites and falſe p profeſſors, by the effects which the 


word of God We in their hearts and eonduct, than 
by any difference in their faith or knowledge: And it 


dis thus that the ſcripture guards men againſt bet getr. 5 38 | 


| "np t it e that thoſe who fall away may be 


„ 


enli Shtened 


* vi. 12. F Heb. Xi. 1. Cor, i ix. 25. h Heb. il. 1. 


i x Cor. ix. 37. _ * 2 Tim. ii. . 11 Cox, u. aß. 


Zf £49 


—ꝛ 9 — 
—— \ 
. wm 


* 
7 
5 
i 
l 
ou 
1 
b i 
\ 
— 1 ; 
. 
41.468 
= C 
* 
* * 1 
* :Þ 
4 17 
- +3! 
_ 
— 
oy \ 
_ 
—_—_——_ 
__ 
mW. 
F a 
4 * 
Fi 
* 
9 [ 1 
- .F8 
- 13 
LY 
1 1 
1 
MY. 5 
* 
[ * 
+ he 
N 4 
[8 ; 
4 1 
— 11 
4 1 
4 
1 1 
* 4 
- 
3 l 
4 
1 
nn 
f 
* 1 
' 
bir 1 
y * 
4 4 
L * ! 
== = 
4 3 
1 1 
b od | 
1 
— 200 
. 1 5 
Wil 
1 
9 11 
J 
£1 
_ * 
18 7 
® Y 4* «© 
+6 
3 i 
I. 
gt? 
N 11 
2 N. 
1 [Ps 
3 
! 
T2859 
= l 
- 3 it 
14 11 
F : 
. T4 
_ 
* 4 
* þ va 
+7944 
of i! N 
1 12 
U 0 
. [th 
0 
_ 
1k 
_ © iis 
x b 13 ? 
I p 
17 þ 
1% 
17 
1 ow 
1 
Nai 
Bi 2 
+ 
11 ; 
f 4 
0 ! 
N 7 
198 57 N 
33 : 
$3! 
ol 5 
SHY 
z 2 14 
4 
Ee? 
* i 
„ 4 v 
1 q 
W | 
4 
1 . 
\ 
' 


« efilightened w; that they may have known the way of 
© righteouſneſs*; nay, that at firſt they might receive the 


word with joy b: And it gives us no infallible criterion, 


whereby we may know that our faith is genuine, but 
© our experience of its power to convince and humble us, 
to give us full relief and permanent joy, and to make us 
bring forth the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by 


© Jeſus Chriſt to the glory and praiſe of God. 


Thus Paul gives an account. of the experience or the 
« Theſſalonians, when he ſays, Our goſpel came not 


; unto you in word only, but alſo in power, and in the : 
« Holy Spirit, and in much aſſurance ©.” The goſpel 


© was not with them a matter of ſpeculation or indiffer- 
© ence; it came with power upon their hearts and con- 


«ſciences, while it was attended with the demonſtration 


* of the Holy Spirit, making known its import and its 


evidence; the conſequence” of which was, that they 
firmly believed it, for it came to them in much aſſurance. 
ie appeared by their « becoming followers of the 


« apoſtles, and of the; Lord, having received the word 


«in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit 4: 
. They found all their happineſs in this word, it made 
them joyful in the midſt of ſufferings for its ſake, which 


© led them chearfully to become . companions with the 
«apoſtles in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience 


4 of Jeſus Chriſt ©.” He alſo ſays to theſe Theſſalonians, 
When ye received the word which ye heard of us, ye 


« received it not as the word of men, but (as it is in 
55 vb) the org a _— 200k. Wen wvorketh alſ> 


15 in 


1 Hieb. vi. 4. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. d Matth. Wan 


© Theſſ. j. . 41 Thel. 16. Rev. i. 9. 


171 SP - ET 


Wer TOE: u W . 
« i you that believe.” + The evidence of this he likewiſe" 


© mentions, which was, their becoming followers of the 
6 en and em ee or the ſake of the | 


© truth 8. 


© Inſtances: of this: fort. FW be multiplied without 
Pk but we muſt now come to a concluſion. In general 
+ we may obſerve, that the hiſtory given us of the firſt” 
« Chriſtians in the New Teſtament, is a deſcription not 
© of earthly but of heavenly men: They were converted 
© by the power of the word of God; they were born again 


© by this incorruptible word h, and actuated by motives, 
© hopes, and principles, entirely new, and oppoſite to 


thoſe which influenced their conduct when they knew 
© not God. They were men under the lively impreflions 


« of eternal things, and «had their converſation in heaven, 
« from whence they looked for the Saviour, the Lord 


4 Jeſus Chriſt i.. Though burdened with a ſenſe of ſin, 

and groaning to be delivered k, they were aſſured of 
their intereſt in Chriſt, and joyful, beyond expreſſion, 
even in a ſtate of ſuffering and diſtreſs; for it is fai 
© © concerning them, that „“ though they were in heavineſs 


«through manifold temptations, they rejoĩced in Jeſus 


_ &:Chrift, with joy unſpeakable and full of glory l.“ They, 
were happy without any-outward viſible cauſe, nay, in 


©ſuch a fituation as fen have 4 55 re! men miſerable 


« but themſelv es.. 


This account of Chriſtian experience, will no doubt 
« differ very conſiderably from the views of many profel- 


« . * 2 1 in our crea ſome of whom pay little 


4+ Cattentiow 


| As ww.” 5 1 Theff. ii. 14. Mx 6 23. 1 Ph i 30% 


k Rom. vii. 23, 1 Cor. v. 2, 4. 1 Pet: i, 6, 8. 
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c aretz * any way, to ad Chriſtianity, at 

4 others think that nothing deſerves the-name of experi- 

6 ence, but thoſe deep exerciſes of mind, which keep 

« them always in darkneſs and perplexity, refuſing the 

« comfort which the goſpel affords to the moſt trembling 

« gwlty finner, and labouring to obtain relief by means 

© of their repentance, devotion, or ſome good thing to- 

-* wards God, which they expect to find in themſelves. 

They cannot think of coming to Chriſt guilty as they 

are, but muſt be prepared and qualified for receiving 

him; and ſo they labour all their lifetime to obtain an 

« intereſt in Chriſt, © ever learning, and never able to 

« come to the knowledge of the truth.“ 'Theſe are the 

© perſons who are eſteemed by many, the molt experienced 

! Chriſtians; + Jet they ſeem more to 5 the Iſrael- 

© ites on Mouat Sinai, than thoſe who * are come unto 

Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

60 heavenly Jeruſalem ; IN 27 for theſe laſt have not re- 

es ceived the ſpirit of 3 again to fear, but the ſpirit 

of adoption, whereby they cry unto God, Abba, 

Father 44 

It may be thobght chat the account Tay given of : 

Ctrikian experience carries it too high, that the ſituation 

« of the firſt. Chriſtians was ſameway different in this re- 

4 ſpect from ours, and that ſuch comforts cannot now be 
© enjoyed by them that believe. But where is the differ- 
= ence? Is not the goſpel the ſame in all ages? Doth it 

not preſent to the view of Chriſtians nog, the ſame 

object of hope that filled the hearts of theſe ancient be- 

e with „ Rn Og Joy? ? And muſt not the 

, 9 85 TE « truth, 


* e. . 13, 22. . Rom, im f · 


* 


ne = ad 


if ul _— i r 1 46 
— — — r 1 * - — Ty 4 \ 
——— — , > 2 SDS X 
- i — — — £4. : 
— — — — — . — p N 3 —— * — — 
. d — — — — — - 22 me — — 
I T aw n — — 
"ot 8 3 I a SE: _ it — 
— — - = » 4 = 4 * : — 13 
- — — . * 2 lh 
- — _ — 


d 
1 
7 
m 
5 
= 7 
s 1 
—4 1 
+} 
op 
= 
» U 
U 
44 bl 
4 
_ :. 
þ 1 


* 


- 
8 . 2 


3 


© habitually in this ſtate of mind, have reaſon to fear that 


© lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, Chri rift will ſpur. noe 
. © out of hit mouth ©: 


t the ſame truth, or empty, formal, and hypocritical 
os. ge Aj of the name of Chriſt, 90 


| As it Thall ſoon appear at the ns ns: of Chriſt; 


= 
4 ha when it is really believed, produce — 2 * 
effects now, that it did in the days of the apoſtles? 
« Chriſtians may depart from God, and loſe their reliſn 


LETTER II. 


A 


for the goſpel, and their enjoyment of that bleſſed hope 


« which it reveals; they may become lukewarm, and leave 


e their firſt love, even while they continue ſtrict in their 


© outward conduct d: And in fo far as this is the caſe, 
till they again become zealous and repent, they cannot 
be free of the ſpirit of bondage. But thofe who are 


© they are not Chriſtians at all; and that if they continue 


Let all, therefore, who wiſh to enjoy true Chrriſtian 8 
experience, carefully peruſe the New Teſtament, and 
* obſerve what were the effects produced by the word of 
truth on thoſe who firſt beben. Leek them examine 
their own hearts and conduct, as in the fight of God, 
© before whoſe judgment: ſeat they muſt ſoon appear, and 
© ſee if the goſpel has produced the ſame elfe on them, 
© and if they are now living by the faith of the Son of 
« © God, and acting as his faithful ſeryants. Thus ſhall: 
© they be able to determine, whether they ale believers of 


| 1 ſhall now conclude this nn earneſtly entreat- 25 
ing all ſorts of men to conſider their fituation, in the 
fame point of view as the word of Gad repreſents i it, and 


; | aud 
| K 2, 3, 4 © Rev. i. 254 6. 
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HYMN ſung on the SCAFFOLD. 
1 TS faifbed! The Saviour ey A, 
When on the croſs he bow'd, and dy'd; 


Tris finiſhed! all heav'n reſounds; 
TH? Eternal's mercy knows. no bounds!— 


2 Let's catch, my friends, the heay? nly thenie, 
Tit finiſhed®let us proclaim: 
Juſtice divine 18 now appeas'd, 


God reſts in his own Son well pleas'd. 
33 Tis fmiſhed! Ye nations hows, 


- Your fruitleſs labour now forbear; * a 
By Jeſus? finiſh'd work alone, 6 ; 25 fs #0 
There's acceſs to God's holy throne. e 


4 *Te foilbedt ih ͤ 

By God's own well-beloved Son; 1 5M 

His work molt perfect is, and pure, 
And ſhall eternally endure. 


Tis finiſhed! The Lamb once dais, 
"i, from the dead rais'd up againz 
He hath aſcended up on high, 
And captive led captivity. . 
| I © rg 
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6 N fniſked! Now we may ſing, 


Devouring Death! where is thy ſting? 


> 


* 


O Grave! where is thy victory 


! 
* 


0 


lity 


1 el Here's food for praiſe, 


Here's life and immo 


Here's ſubject meet for heav'nly lays; 


God's redeemꝰd ſhall ever ſing 


The praiſes of th* Eternal King. 
8 Then let us ſtill with thankful vo 


— 


v 


And 


ice, 


rejoice 


In Jeſus? fniſh'd work 


2 


to God's great name. 


Tit finiſhed! Let us · pr 
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NUMBER II. 


THE 
LAST SPEECH, 
CONFESSION any DYING en 
o F 


WILLIAM MILLS, 


Who was executed at EDINBURGH, on Wedneſday 
the 21ſt day of September 17357 for the Crime 
of e | ; 


WI LLIAI XIII S, aged about 32 years, wa 


born in the ſhire of Aberdeen, of honeſt Parents, 5 755 4 


who brought me up, while I remained with them, in a ; 
ſober way; but my inclination being to travel, I left them, 


when very young, and went through many countries in 
- the military line, i in which I met with more encouragement 25 + 
than I could have expected. I was reputed an honelt: 2 
man, and ſuſtained à fair character, till about three years F 
ago, being reduced to poverty by the non-payment "20 
different ſums of money due to me, led aſide by ill em- [544 = 
pany, and, above all; by my own deſperately wicked an& _  * 


deceitful heart, 1 followed a courſe” of life the moſt openly : 


finful and profane, and went on from evil to worſe, till RS. 


I was at laft left ſo far to myſelf, as to commit the crime 


for which I am condemned; and condemned juſtly, for 
| 13 receive the due reward of my deeds, But though n 


10 5 Av rin o 1 u. 


| "Ktely, Keould not have been condemned by the hes of 
men, I ſee myſelf all along a breaker of the law of God, 
as it requires perfect love to God and our neighbour, | 
Matth. xxii. 37, 39. I ſee myſelf to have been a wilful 
tranſgreſſor of both theſe commandments, and all my ſins, 
in this reſpect, appear to me very n and diſmal, and 
now very evil in my ſight. 
After I was condemned, I was truck with W 3 
ſenſe of my diſmal Rate, labouring under a dreadful 
weight, and at the point of deſpair through a view of the 
greatneſs of my fins. In this fituation, I was viſited by 
ſome perſons, who, I doubt not, meant well. I in- 
formed them that I was very much diſturbed, and felt a 
great weight at my heart, and wanted to prepare myſelf 
8 another world; and that I could n 1 get myſelf made 
_ caly eaſy by prayer, mourning over my ſins, and all my at- 
tempts to pleaſe God. They told me e they were very 
172 8 e that I felt | myſelf uneaſy for my fins, and deſired 
me to be buſy with God, and uſe all my endeavours to 
ente peace for mi y ſelf with him: But I ſtill continued 
very uneaſy, for yo prayers or tears of mine could atone 
for one ſingle ſin let be ſo many. In this ſtate I re- 
2 Fang, ſo anxious to make my heart better, that I would 


1 1 755 5 e have plucked it out of my bowels, if this would 


have anſwered the purpoſe, and rendered me an object 
worthy of pardon: But all, my attempts were vain, till 
God was pleaſed ſo to order it, that a certain perſon 
- eame to ſee me; he aſked me how I found myſelf? I an- 
. ſwered, that I was en deavouring to work a very hard 
* for 1 felt a os load at oy; Heat; The: 6 8 


« » * 4 id - i, 
* 2 the 


ä 


A P END 


of thing to make. atonement for your fins: Tha W 0 
d, done already, It is finiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt; and whoſo- * 
I, | ever believes in this, ſhall be ſaved. For proof of this, 
ful be marked down many paſſages of ee and deſired 
18, me to mind God's word, and not man's. e 
nd Eben when I firſt heard this, I was ſomewhat caled 

SG i my mind; but when, after examining the ſcriptures, I 
m found it to be juſt and true, I was fo much eaſed of the 3 
m2 burden at my heart, that it was almoſt new life unto me. 
he Now, I rejoice, when I find it written, John iii. 16. 
by © = that «God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only be:. 
n- „ gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould _—- 
a 4 not periſh, but have everlaſting life. And I account 
elf 5 it „ a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
de A that Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave ſinners, 
r- of whom 1 am chief.“ 80 I ſee that God gave his 
ry Son freely to die for our fins, becauſe there wag: 5 : 
d eh ranſom could ſatisfy his juſtice, and fore provoked anger: 
to | 80 vile were we, and full of fin, that it was neceſſary; a 
ed God himſelf ſhould be manifeſt in the fleſh, being born 
ne of a Virgin, and by his death on the croſs, ſuffer for us · 
e- Phbus Ifaiah fays, chap. lui. 5, „He was wounded Po 
Id bur tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities; : | i 
ld , * « the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and: Nit 
& bis ſtripes we are healed. See the whole chapter. 
ill And in John, chapter xix, we have an account of hies? 
on fufferings, ſufferings far beyond my power to deſcribe, DS 


but in particular at the zoth verſe, << When Jeſus had 
< received the vinegar, he ſaid, It is finiſhed : And he YA 
e bowed his head, and gave up the ghoſt.“ No it was Es 2 
from his OY word that I at if took all "I Joy, 4 for * Bs 
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= det he hath completed all falvation for the 
2 and Sund hath confirmed this by raiſing him from 
the dead, and committing unto him all judgment. am 
alſo aſſured, that «© whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall not 
* periſu; and therefore, though I am a great ſinner, 
though I acknowledge myſelf to be one of the chief of 
Gnners, yet I find I have no room for deſpair, nor am I 
locked up from God's grace, though I be chained in 
bars of iron. The ſeene before me indeed is ſolemn: 
Jam juſt going to launch into eternity, and to face 
chat great and terrible God againſt whom I have finned, 
7 and Jeſus ſitting at his right hand, who is able to ſave and 
to: deſtroy. The change will be great, and the very 
thought of it is ſo affecting, that it muſt long ere now 
have depriced me of my ſenſes, had not God, who is rich 
in merey, apened mine eyes by his word and Spirit, to 
ſee his glory as revealed in the goſpel; that he is the juſt 
Goch and the Saviour, and that even ſuch a wretch as I, 


5 WE dan warranted to hope in his merey. This, and this 


3 gives ſtrength and conſolation to my foul. I go 
to Chriſt my Lord and Saviour, to his judgment · ſeat who 
died upon the erols fle finners: To him I commit my | 
ut, to him I look for ſalvation. . 

Fam alſo encouraged to hope in the merey ef God, 
een inſtances recorded in the ſeriptures, of the 
falvationof great ſinners, ſuch as Mary Magdalene, Zac- 
ches, the Jailor at Philippi, and, above all, the Thief 
on che r 4 which ſo exactly applies to my caſe, that 
8 it gives mea great deal of comfort. Thus, when I con- 
-: Geer the goodneſs of Chriſt, I love him; this leads me 
2-15" pores er wiſh I could do ens thing 
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5 God or man. When V ponder i in my mind what is * 
corded of the woman who kiſſed the feet of Jeſus, waſhed 
| them with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs. of = 
| her head, and what the Lord ſaid about this to 74 | 5 E 


the Phariſce, I admire the grace of the Saviour, nn 
it were in my power to kiſs his feet; with . joy * . 
tranſport could I waſh them with my tears, and wipe * 
them with the hairs of my head! But why ſhould I „ 


ſo? The bleſſed Jeſus needs none of my waſhing. Ze ü 18 0 | 2 


I, a poor polluted finner, that need to be -waſhed, and 


2 praiſe and magnify his name that he 888 waſhed my 


ſoul in his moſt precious blood. 
' Now this is the confeſſion of my faith wad hope, which, 


1 am perſuaded none who regard the Bible will aten 
of, ſeeing I have received ſo much comfort from ãt, and 


ſaid: And it is my earneſt deſire, that all who ſee this, 
may examine the ground of my Wer e r 
to this my remedy, which will never fail. - — 
J0o conclude, I die in peace with al r men, bends, Df, ; 1 
. all who have injured me, and aſking; forgiveneſs. 7 | 
from all whom. I have injured. I alſo'return my * + 
thanks to my lawyers. and agent for their dilmtereſted | 
zeal in my ſervice; and alſo to the captain of the to N te? 
booth, and the inner- jailor who, While they were very — 
ſtri& and exact in their duty, Beha ted to me with kinds: , pi By 
neſs. and compaſſion. © But,; above all, I return than "= . a * 
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